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FADE | N:

A full rnoon shines over down town Chicago. As snow fl akes
swirl across the city, street corners are jamed w th parked
cars. Through the wi ndow of a brick building, a flashing

i ght reads: "MRS. JOHNSON S RESTAURANT. "

I NT. MRS. JOHNSON S RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Custoners socialize, eat and nove about in a packed
restaurant. A CHUBBY MAN in a winkled suit sits around a
crowded bar. Six nmen seated across fromhimrant as their
eyes are glued to the tel evision. The chubby man pulls out
his wall et and takes out cash. He places twenty dollars on
the bar as he | ooks up at the tv. He slides his wallet back
into his pocket.

MRS. JOHNSON, 55, a charismatic African American wal ks
towards the chubby man. She smiles as she places a beer mnug
and a plate of hot wings in front of him

MRS. JOHNSON
Here you go.
M's. Johnson picks up the twenty dollar bill and places it
in her front pocket.
CHUBBY MAN

Thanks. . . keep t he change.

The chubby man picks up a wing and takes a bite as Ms.
Johnson wat ches. He quickly places the wing back on the
pl ate and sips on his beer, as his eyes bul ge out.

MRS. JOHNSON
(sm | es)
RACHEL made em extra hot just I|ike
you suggest ed.

The chubby man places the nug back on the table and nods his
head as he grabs a napkin and w pes his nouth.

CHUBBY MAN
Yeah...that's how | |ike em

M's. Johnson shakes her head and grins as she wal ks away.
The six nmen surroundi ng the bar rant as they watch tel evision.

On the opposite side of the bar, FIVE MEN and TWDO WOMEN si t
around a table. The nen are in suits while the wonen are
dressed casual ly.

Al'l eye's are | ocked on HENRY LI VI NGSTON. Henry, 30, a well
dressed and confident African American |awer stands.



Henry takes off his suit jacket and hands it to the WOVAN
seated next to him He rolls up both sleeves as his tie
hangs neatly around his collar.

ROMONA, 30, an attractive African Anerican, places the
j acket behind Henry's chair. The ENTOURAGE LAUGHS as Henry

bends down to kiss her.
Henry stands and | ooks around as the group smles in silence.

HENRY
| would Iike to thank all of you
for your support during the
Mtchell case.

Ronona smles as she firmy holds Henry's |eft hand.

HENRY
I"msure ny sister and nother are
| ooking forward to the noney you
tycoons will be spending tonight.

The group LAUGHS.

JASON, 32, a inpudent Caucasian |awer, grins as he takes a
sip of wwne. He places the glass on the table and | ooks at
Henry.

JASON
Hey, you're the big shot attorney.
Way don't you give us all a break
and grab the tab for once.

HENRY
(grins)
You're talking to the wong person.
Ronona's in charge of the finances.

JASON
Looks |i ke she took over the
groom ng and war drobe departnent if
you ask ne.

LAUGHS and MUTTERS from t he group.

ROMONA
(sm | es)
ok Jason. Save the standup act for
amat eur ni ght.

JASON
(gins)
Ronona...where's the | ove? W're
suppose to be on the sane team here.



RACHEL, 35, beautiful slimhead chef and big sister of Henry,
wal ks towards the table. Every one turns and | ooks as Henry
enbraces her with a hug.

RACHEL
Hey everyone. | just wanted to
wel come y'all in person

HENRY

Hey guys, | want you to neet Rachel.
She's not only ny big sis, but

she's the head chef and partia
owner of this establishnent.

Kudos fromthe group.

ROMONA
I love this place Rachel. I'm sure
business will thrive now that you

all are in a central |ocation

RACHEL
| sure hope so girl. How s ny
little niece?

ROMONA
She's a hand full. 1"l bring her
by the house Sunday.

Henry | ooks down at his watch and wal ks towards the bar.
Rachel smiles at the rest of the ENTOURAGE.

RACHEL
Y all enjoy the rest of the evening,

| really need to head back to the
ki t chen.

The LADY FRI END, Ronpbna, Jason and the Three MALE LAWER S
say farewell to Rachel. Rachel turns and wal ks away.

The LADY FRI END | ooks at Ronmpna and sm | es.

LADY FRI END
So, how | ong have you been with Henry?

ROVONA

We've been married for ten year's now, but we were actually
child hood sweet hearts.



JASON
Hol d up...don't tell nme we have to
sit here and |isten to another
rendi tion of how you fell in |ove
with Henry?

The group CHUCKLES. Ronona turns and | ooks at the LADY FRI END

ROMONA
(whi sper s)
And he wonders why he's not narri ed.

JASON

(grins)
Hey, | heard that Ronobna.

M's. Johnson and Henry wal k towards the table holding two
pitchers of beer. MARK, 30, African Anerican dressed in
urban attire enters the restaurant.

Mar k wal ks towards the group as Ms. Johnson and Henry pl ace
pitchers on the table. Mark hugs Ms. Johnson and ki sses
Ronbna on the cheek. Henry smles and enbraces Mark.

HENRY
What took you so | ong man? You
woul d be late for your own weddi ng.

MARK
Looks like I"mright on tine dog.

Mar k pi cks up one of the Miugs recently filled by Ms.
Johnson and takes a sip, while Ronpbna stands.

ROMONA
Mar k, you can have ny seat. | need
to head out early so | can pick up

LI SA.
The group UTTERS in di sappoi nt nent.

MARK
Wrd? That's not a good | ook.

Mark sits down while Ronmona puts on her coat and hat. Henry
hugs Ronbna and ki sses her before he sits.

ROMONA
You guys have a wonderful evening
and don't drink too nuch.
Congr at ul ati ons honey.

Henry waves at Ronpna whil e Jason gul ps down the wi ne from
his gl ass.



Ronbna hugs Ms. Johnson and gives her a kiss on the cheek.
She tucks her handbag and proceeds to exit. Mark sips beer
fromhis nmug as the others chat and view their nenus.

HENRY

Ma, can you take our orders now?
MRS. JOHNSON

Ok gang, what'll we have?

I NT. PARI'S RESI DENCE - NI GHT

Two YOUNG G RLS sit quietly on a plush couch watching
television. LISA, 7 with pony tails, daughter of Ronpbna, and
RUSTY, a seven year old Caucasian, dig into a bow of
popcorn. KATHRYN PARI'S, a 32 year old, slim Caucasi an
housewi fe, |eans fromthe kitchen into the living roomto
check on the girls.

RUSTY
Mom can ne and Li sa have nore ice
cr eant?

KATHRYN

No Rusty. You two have had enough
sweets for one night.

The phone RI NGS.

Kat hryn | eans back in the kitchen and wal ks towards the
phone. She picks up the phone and puts the receiver to her ear.

KATHRYN
Hel | 0. .. hey Ronona...the girls are
doing just fine. I was just putting

away the dishes.

Kat hryn turns towards the counter and picks up a dish. She
pl aces the dish in the di shwasher and cl oses the door.

KATHRYN
| know...tell Henry, Jay is sorry
he couldn't make it. The hospital
called himin again.

She wal ks out the kitchen and enters the living room She
sits next to Lisa and Rusty.

KATHRYN
She's right here.

Kat hryn hands the phone to Lisa. Lisa places the phone next
to her ear.



LI SA
Hel l o nommy. ..l | ove you too.

RUSTY
(points at tv)
Hurry up Lisa, you're going to mss
t he best part.

LI SA
Monmy. ..l gotta go. The best part
of the novie's com ng up.

Li sa hands the phone to Kathryn and resunes watching
tel evision. Kathryn places the phone to her ear.

KATHRYN
(grins)
Aren't they a riot? | know. .. See
you in a mnute.

Kat hryn pats Rusty on the head and stands. She turns around
and wal ks in the kitchen while holding the phone.

EXT. DOMTOM CH CAGO STREET - | NTERSECTI ON - NI GHT

Rormona sits in a black BMN She watches two cars drive
across while she waits. She | ooks up at the red street |ight
and sighs. Ronmona then turns around and reaches for her handbag.

ROMONA
(snaps fingers)
| knew | forgot sonething.

EXT. DOMTOMNM CH CAGO STREET - LATERAL ROAD - NI GHT - SAME

A DRUNK MAN, 24, gulps a bottle of whisky while recklessly
driving a black, 1997 Cherokee Jeep. HEAVY METAL VI BRATES
fromthe car speakers as he continues to speed. As he
crosses a red light, he barely nmanages to elude a white
Toyota Sedan in the intersection. The DRI VER of the white
Toyota swerves and bl ows the HORN. The DRUNK MAN | aughs and
continues to drive.

EXT. DOMTOMNM CH CAGO STREET, | NTERSECTION - N GHT - SAME

As Ronmona pl aces her handbag in the passenger seat, the
street light turns green. She | ooks up and drives the car
slowy into the street but is quickly blinded by bright
headl i ghts from her right.

On the opposite side, The Drunk Man steps on the brakes as a
bl ack BMN crosses his path. The jeep skids in full nonentum



DRUNK MAN
Ch shhh!

The bl ack Cherokee Jeep RAMS into Ronpbna's BMW and CRUSHES
the car fromthe side. G ass w ndows SHATTER and her handbag
is thrown across the street. The car ALARM SOUNDS OFF as
snoke fills the air.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - WAI TI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Two FEMALE NURSES sit behind a counter as a DOCTOR and a
YOUNG WOVAN wal k by. M's. Johnson, Rachel and Mark remain
seated while Henry paces about in front of a vendor nachi ne.

TWO OLD MEN, ONE OLD WOVAN AND ONE M DDLE CLASS WOMAN | ook
on, as Henry frantically wal ks towards the Two FEMALE NURSES
behi nd the counter.

HENRY
(hands behi nd head)
Hey...l really need to know what's
going on with ny wife. Were' s DR
PARI S?
OLD NURSE

Sir, DR PARIS will be with you as
soon as the surgery is conplete.

The phone RI NGS.

YOUNG NURSE
Hel | o, Cook County Hospital. My I
hel p you?

Henry folds his arnms and frowns as he wal ks away fromthe
counter. Ms. Johnson wal ks towards Henry and puts her arns
around him She kisses himon the forehead.

MRS. JOHNSON
Baby, you gotta believe in God and
have faith in him

HENRY
Ma. .. She can't | eave ne now. .. |
can't go on without her.

MRS. JOHNSON
Henry, |I'm sure Ronobna will be just
fine.

Whil e Henry and Ms. Johnson enbrace one another, DR JAY
PARI S enters the room shaken and sad. He is a 35 year old
tall Caucasian with a beard. Henry wal ks towards hi m



HENRY
Jay...how s ny wife? I's she ok?

Dr. Jay Paris tucks in his lips and raises his eye brows as
he | ooks at Henry. Mark, Ms. Johnson and Rachel |ook on in
fear as they stand next to Henry.

DR JAY PARI S
(shakes head)
I"mso sorry Henry...Ronona didn't
make it.

Tears run down Henry's cheeks as he drops to his knees. He
pl aces his hands on top of his head while everyone sadly
| ooks at him He balls his fist and raises both arnms in the air.

HENRY
(in tears)
No! This can't be happening to ne.
No! Why nme? Ch God, what am | going
to do? Ma, What am | going to do?

Dr. Jay Paris, Mark and Rachel stand in tears as Ms.
Johnson pl aces her arns around Henry's his neck and enbraces
hi m

I NT. MRS. JOHNSON S HOVE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

M's. Johnson | ays across the couch as she watches tv. She
pi cks up the renote and flips through the channels. The door
bel | RI NGS.

M's. Johnson gets up and wal ks towards the door. As she
opens the door, she raises her eye brows and shakes her head.

MRS. JOHNSON
n SKIP...I have to admt, |I'm
I

Come
a e surprised to see you

[
[itt

SKI P, 56, handsone but poorly dressed African Anerican
enters as he kisses Ms. Johnson on the cheek.

SKI P
Good norning to you too. Now tel
me what's so inportant, you had to
invite ne over?

MRS. JOHNSON
We need to tal k about Henry.

SKI P
What about hinf |I's he ok?



MRS. JOHNSON
He's taking Ronona's death pretty
hard and you not showi ng up at her
funeral didn't help.

SKI P
What are you tal ki ng about ?

Confused, Skip walks into the living roomand takes a seat
on the couch Wiile Ms. Johnson cl oses the door.

MRS. JOHNSON
You heard ne...why didn't you show
up at the funeral ?

M's. Johnson wal ks over and sits next to Skip. The two | ook
at each ot her.

SKI P
Hey, this is all newto ne. |
haven't heard from anyone. .. Wat
happened?

MRS. JOHNSON
You nean Rachel never called you to
| et you know about Ronona's car
acci dent.

SKI P
(shakes head)
You expected Rachel to cal
ne...You should have just called ne
your sel f. Especial |y about
sonmething |ike this?

MRS. JOHNSON
Excuse ne, but | was to busy
consol ing our son and running a
restaurant.

SKI P
" mjust saying...You know the kids
and | don't see eye to eye, so any
news | hear about them has to cone
from you.

MRS. JOHNSON
And that's the problem Skip. You
have to take nore initiative to be
intheir lives...You' re still their
f at her .



10.

SKI P
(si ghs)
So what's going on with Henry?

MRS. JOHNSON
Si nce Ronpna passed, he hasn't been
hinself. He's currently on a | eave
of absence at the firm

SKI P
So what do you expect from ne? The
boy and | haven't spoken in years
and he's grieving the lost of his wfe.

MRS. JOHNSON
All I"masking is that you try to
reach out to him He needs as nuch
support as he can get.

Ski p stands.
SKI P
...l ain't making no prom ses,
but 1'Il see what | can do.

I NT. MALL - FOOD COURT - DAY

Henry sits at a table alone while reading a book. He sips on
a mug and | ooks up. As he | ooks around, he zoons in on a
YOUNG MAN and ot her WOMEN wal king with their DAUGHTERS. He
turns and stares at a COUPLE as they wal k by hol di ng hands
and smling. He frowns and goes back to reading his book.

Mark is wal king and notices Henry siting al one. He wal ks
towards himand touches Henry's shoulder. Henry closes his
book and | ooks up.

MARK
Long tinme no see. Where you been
pl ayer ?

HENRY
You know...l've just been taking

time off putting things into
per specti ve.

Mark pulls out a chair and takes a seat at the table.

MARK
| can feel that... Man, | spoke to
your nother the other day and she
said she hadn't heard from you



11.

HENRY
To be honest, | really haven't
spoken to anyone.

MARK
You don't have to deal with this
alone. If you ever need soneone to
talk to, you can always holler at
me...So how s Lisa?

HENRY
She's doing well. She's with ny in-
|l aws. .. How s the w fe?

Mar k st ands.
MARK
She' s good. ..you know she's a few
nont hs due. Listen, I'"'mglad | ran

into you but I"mactually in a rush.
Hey, let's keep in touch.

Henry stands as he and Mark hug.
HENRY
Thanks. I'l1 conme over when things
settl e down.

Mark turns and wal ks away as Henry sits. Henry takes a sip
fromhis nmug and reopens his book.

I NT. MRS. JOHNSON S RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Custoners socialize, eat and nove about. WLL, 15, African
Aneri can wearing baggy clothes and his friend JOE, 15, enter.
WIIl directs Joe to the bar and conti nues towards the kitchen.
I NT. MRS. JOHNSON S RESTAURANT - KI TCHEN - NI GHT - SAME

WIIl enters. Rachel turns and | ooks at him

RACHEL
Boy, What took you so | ong?

W LL
Ma. | told you ne and Joe woul dn't
be back until seven.

RACHEL
Did you stop by your grandnother
like | told you?



12.

W LL
Yeah ma. She wants you to call her
too. She's upset you didn't tel
grandpa about Ronobna's funeral.

Rachel pulls out a knife and begins to cut the onions on the
t abl e.

RACHEL
| don't know why, It's not |ike he
woul d' ve showed up

W LL
Can nme and Joe get sonething to eat?

Rachel puts the chopped onions in a frying pan.
RACHEL

Do you and WI | have noney to pay
for it? If not, y'all can help do

t he di shes.
W LL
Come on Ma. Stop buggin.
RACHEL
(sm | es)

Who's buggin. You the one trying to
eat me out a restaurant.

Wl | shakes his head as Rachel kisses himon the forehead.
Joe enters.

JOE
Hel |l o Ms. Livingston.
RACHEL
Hey Joe.
Joe wal ks over to WII.
JOE

So what's up? Your nother going to
hook us up or what?

Rachel |ooks at the two young nmen and smil es.

W LL
(shakes head)
Joe, you don't even wanna know what
she just said.



13.

INT. HOWE' S BAR - N GHT

Custoners soci alize and nove about in a snoked filled room
with dimlights. Skip downs a beer while seated al one. He
pl aces a beer bottle on the table next to six other enpty
bottles. He | ooks across the roomtowards HONE. HOWE, 56,
burl ey bar owner poor's alcohol in a glass.

SKI P
Hey How e!

Howi e | ooks up and stares in Skips direction.

SKI P
Send two beers nmy way when you get
a chance!
HOW E
Haven't you had enough all ready?
SKI P
(sm | es)

How | ong have you known ne? You
shoul d know I'm just getting started.

Skip takes out a lighter and a pack of cigarettes. He
renoves a cigarette and places it between his |ips then
sparks it with the fire fromthe lighter. He inhales and
bl ows out snoke.

Skip | ooks up only to see Howi e headi ng towards hi m hol di ng
three beers. Howie arrives at the table and places two beers
in front of skip. He sits down in the enpty chair across
fromskip and takes a sip fromthe bottle.

HOW E
So how did the visit go with the ex
wi fe?

SKI P

She's just now telling ne our sons
wi fe passed away and she want's ne
to reach out to him

HOW E
Sorry to hear that. So what's wong
wi th her asking that?

SKI P
in't spoke to Henry or his
ter in years...but she expects
toinitiate this.

| a
si s
me



14.

HOW E
She does have a point here...You're
t he parent.

Skip takes a sip fromone of the beers then takes a pul
fromthe cigarette.

SKI P
Wien those kids were little, |
vowed never to |let them see ne down
and out. Once |I lost ny job and
their nmother left me, | vowed to
stay out of their lives until | was
back on top

HOW E
What happened?

Ski p takes another sip of beer and places the cigarette in
the ash tray.

SKI P
(sm | es)
Never got back on top.

HOW E
So what you gonna do besides drink
up all ny beers?

SKI P
Don't know. |'mthinking about
paying hima visit, but | have no
| dea what to say.

Skip frowns and proceeds to gulp the remai nder of the beer
in the bottle.

I NT. 1 NDOOR SOCCER FI ELD - DAY

TWENTY TWO LI TTLE G RLS run around pl ayi ng an organi zed gane
of soccer as parents are seated on benches beside the field.
Kat hryn and Dr. Jay Paris are seated anong NI NE WOMEN and
SI X MEN

ELEVEN A RLS on Rusty and Lisa's team sport blue uniforns
whil e ELEVEN G RLS on the opposite teamrun around in red
uni fornms. Lisa kicks the ball between two girls and directs
the ball to Rusty. Kudos and APPLAUDS from t he PARENTS, on
both sides of the field, as the REFEREE directs the girls.

Rusty weaves through a wi de open | ane and ki cks the bal
t hrough the goal as the goalie on the red teamdives in vain.



Kat hryn and Jay quickly junp fromtheir seat and proceed to
cl ap. Henry wal ks around the corner in smles. He sits next

to the two and shakes their hand.

HENRY
Sorry I'mlate...looks like the
girls are doing well.

KATHRYN
We're just glad you made it. How
are things comng along with you?

HENRY
"' m hanging in there. The way
Lisa's handled it all has nmde it
much easi er on ne.

DR JAY PARI S
She really m sses you Henry. |I'm
sure she will be thrilled to see you.

HENRY
| mss her as well. Don't worry
about dropping her off with ny
inlaws...l want to spend sone tine
with her.

15.

The Horn sounds off and the girls end play on the field. The

scoreboard displays a final score of 2-1. Lisa and Rusty

junp around with their teammates in a victory cel ebration as

the girls in opposition slowy walk off the field towards

t heir PARENTS on the opposite side.

Li sa spots Henry as he | ooks on and jogs towards him

LI SA
Daddy, you nade it!

Li sa junps on Henry and hugs him

HENRY
Good gane sweet heart. | see you
girls won anot her one.

LI SA
Daddy, are we going hone or are you
droppi ng ne off at GRANDVA RETTA' S

agai n?

HENRY
Daddy needs nore tinme for hinself,
but | promise things will get back

to normal soon.



16.

Henry holds on the Lisa's hand as the two wal k away. Kat hryn,
Dr. Jay Paris and Rusty waive towards Henry and Lisa as the
famlies head towards the exit. Henry and Lisa waive back.

EXT. CH CAGD SUBURBAN STREET - DAY - SAME

Henry drives as Lisa sits in the passenger seat of a red 2007
BMW 5-series 530i. Cars and PEDESTRI ANS are on the nove
around t hem

LI SA
Daddy, are you nad at ne?

Henry | ooks confused as he | ooks at Lisa.

HENRY
No honey...what made you ask ne that?

LI SA
Since nomdied, it's |like you don't
want ne around anynore.

HENRY
That's not it sweetheart...| just
really m ss your nmommy right now
and | need sone tine al one.

LI SA
| mss nmomry too, but | feel better
when I'mwi th you.

Shaken, Henry bites his bottomlip as his eyes glass up.

HENRY
So how are things with GRANDVA RETTA?

LI SA
It's ok, but I"'mready to cone hone.
She keeps saying | lost a normy and
a daddy.

HENRY
What !

Angrily, Henry puts his left hand over his nouth and slid's
it down his chin. He turns and | ooks at Li sa.

HENRY
Guess what baby?

Ll SA
What ?



17.

HENRY
We're going to pick up your things
from GRANDVA RETTA and you're
novi ng back hone.

Li sa brightens up as Henry | eans her way. Lisa |eans towards
hi m and ki sses Henry on the cheek.

LI SA
(sm | es)
For real ?

Henry grins as he nods his head.

LI SA
Thank you daddy!

I NT. GRANDVA RETTA' S LIVING ROOM - DAY - SAME

DAVI D MALONE, 55, al sO known as GRANDPA, sits on a | ove seat
as he reads a nagazine. He straitens his eye gl asses as
LORETTA MALONE, 55, al so known as GRANDMA RETTA, watches

t el evi si on.

The two | ook up as the doorbell RINGS. David Ml one pl aces
t he nmagazine on the coffee table and junps out of his seat
to open the door. He smles as Lisa and Henry enter.

DAVI D MALONE
Look who's here. My ny ny
Henry. .. How you doi ng?

Li sa and Henry hug David as Grandma Retta wal ks towards the
gr oup.

LI SA
Guess what grandpa?...Daddy's
taki ng me hone today!

Grandna Retta and Henry stare at each other seriously while
Davi d continues to smle.

DAVI D MALONE
Good for you. Did you gals win again?

LI SA
Rusty kicked the wi nning goal. You
shoul d have been there grandpa.

HENRY
Li sa, go upstairs and pack your
things...Let ne talk to your grand
parents.



18.

LI SA
k.

Li sa hugs Grandna Retta and heads upstairs. Henry | ooks at
G andma Rett a.

HENRY
Ms. Malone, why would you tell ny
daught er she does not have a father?

GRANDVA RETTA
She doesn't. Since ny daughter died
you' ve neglected that little girl.
Do you think you' re the only one
grieving?

Davi d Mal one heads back to his | ove seat as Henry and
Grandna Retta stand in confrontation

HENRY
| just needed sone tinme to figure
out what | needed to do...If it's
been such a burden for you to keep
her, you should have told ne earlier

GRANDVA RETTA
Havi ng ny granddaughter has not
been a burden at all. As a matter
of fact, | don't think you're
st abl e enough to take her back.

HENRY
| don't have to stand here and
|isten to this.

Henry | ooks towards the stairs as David | ooks on fromhis seat.

HENRY
Honey, hurry up lets go!

GRANDVA RETTA

You don't have to take her. Al I'm
asking you is to spend nore tine
wi th her.

HENRY

So you figure telling her she
doesn't have a father hel ps the
situation.

Li sa wal ks down the stairs dragging a |large suitcase. Henry
wal ks towards her and picks up the luggage. David | eaves his
seat and wal ks towards the group.



19.

GRANDVA RETTA
(shakes head)
Li sa, cone give G andna sone sugar

Henry wal ks towards the door as Lisa hugs and ki sses her
grand parents.

DAVI D MALONE
Henry, it was good seeing you son.

Henry turns around and | ooks at Davi d.

HENRY
Thanks. .. That neans a lot..Sorry
about . ..

DAVI D MALONE

Don't worry about all that. Just
take care of our grand daughter and
keep in touch.

Grandna Retta angrily wal ks away as Henry and Lisa exit.
Davi d cl oses the door and heads back to his seat.

I NT. MRS. JOHNSON S BED ROOM - NI GHT

M's. Johnson is vertical on her bed while wearing a white
ni ght robe. She picks up a pair of reading glasses on the
tabl e next to the bed and places it above her nose. She

| eans over and picks a red scrap book. She opens the book
and sm | es.

MRS. JOHNSON
Boy does tine fly.

There is a picture of Ms. Johnson and Ski p enbraci ng one
anot her several years earlier. M's Johnson turns the page
and there is a picture of her and Skip with their arns
around two young chil dren.

Ms. Johnson smiles as she slides her finders across the

pi cture. She closes the scrap book and | ooks at the ceiling.
M's. Johnson | eans over and pl aces her readi ng gl asses and
scrap book on the table. She turns off the table I anmp and
the roomis pitch dark.

EXT. MRS. JOHNSON S RESTAURANT - DAY

Skip stands in front of the door holding a small black box.
The sign on the door reads "cl osed". He | ooks through a

gl ass wi ndow and then | ooks at his watch. He is casually and
neatly dressed.
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A bl ack Navigator pulls up and parks on the corner. Ms.
Johnson opens the door fromthe driver seat wearing dark sun
gl asses. She wal ks around the car with keys dangling from
her hands.

MRS. JOHNSON
When you start being on tine Skip?

SKI P
I"'ma little nervous about neeting
with Henry. Did you tell himl
woul d be here.

VRS. JOHNSON
Nope.

M's. Johnson and Skip enbrace. She opens the door and the
two wal k in the building.

I NT. MRS. JOHNSON S RESTAURANT - DAY - SAME

M's. Johnson turns on the lights as the two wal k towards the
bar .

MRS. JOHNSON
You | ook nice.
SKI P
You know | can clean up when | want to.
MRS. JOHNSON
(sm | es)

For what it's worth, I'mglad you
decided to do this.

SKI P
What about Rachel ? I's she coming in
t 00?
MRS. JOHNSON
(shakes head)
Her shift doesn't start until later.
M's. Johnson | ooks at the clock on the wall. The tinme is 7:45
AM
MRS. JOHNSON

| told Henry to cone early so he
shoul d be arriving any m nute now.

Ski p places the box on the bar counter and sits down. He
stretches his fingers and places his hands over his nouth.



SKI P
What about getting ne a cold one
out of the fridge?

M's. Johnson | ooks at Skip and frowns. She shakes her head

i n disgust.
around her

The door

opens as Henry enters.

She grabs an apron fromthe wall and pl aces it

neck.

MRS. JOHNSON
No. |I'm not supporting your habits.

SKI P
Habi t s? What are you tal king about ?
| just want a beer.

MRS. JOHNSON
Ski p...your a al coholic asking ne
for a beer before eight in the norning.

SKI P
(sm | es)
Thanks for the rem nder.

MRS. JOHNSON
| just think you should be sober
before you talk to Henry. That's
one of the reasons why our narriage
didn't work.

a frown as he | ooks at Skip.

HENRY
What are you doi ng here?

Skip stands up and | ooks at Henry. Ms. Johnson backs away
into the kitchen

SKI P
Hel 1 o son. | heard what happened to
Ronbna and | just wanted to give ny
condol ences.

Henry shakes his head with a smrk on his face.

HENRY
| see sone things never change. As
usual your timng is perfect...The
funeral was a nonth ago.

Ski p wal ks towards Henry.
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H's smle quickly turns into



SKI P
Son...l don't want you to think for
a mnute that | ever stopped |oving
you and your sister.

HENRY
It all sounds good Skip, but
see...actions speak | ouder then words.

Henry shakes his head and folds his arnms. He | ooks at Skip
with a smrk.

HENRY
Here's the funny part. After you
|l eft, every day, nme and ny sister
woul d rush honme from schoo
expecting you to be there...and we
bot h know how that turned out.

SKI P
| regret wal king out on you Kkids
and your nother...and that's

sonmething I will have to live with
for the rest of ny life. Listen,
you have a right to be angry...l'm

just asking for is a second chance.

M's. Johnson wal ks out the kitchen holding a dirty white
towel. Henry | ooks at Ms. Johnson and gri ns.

HENRY
Ma, listen to this fool. He wal ks
out on us, we never hear from him
unl ess he needs noney for |iquor
and snokes, he contact's ne a nonth
after nmy wife's funeral, and he
want's nme to open up to hinf? What a
j oke!

MRS. JOHNSON
Henry, don't disrespect your father
like that. Can't you see he's
trying to reach out to you?

SKI P
Son. . .your nother thought it would
be a good idea for me to reach out
to you since you were being distant
from everyone...especially your
daught er.

Henry | ooks at Ms. Johnson with disgust.

22.



HENRY
That's what this is all about?
Listen, | don't need hi m M.

Henry turns towards Skip and | ooks himin the eye.

HENRY
| nmade it through | aw school and
becanme an associate w thout you and
you dann sure can't advise nme on
famly values, so this conversation
i's over.

Henry turns around and heads towards the door.

MRS. JOHNSON
Henry wait!

Henry opens the door and exits. Skip |ooks at the smal
bl ack box and hands it over to Ms Johnson.

SKI P
| told you this wasn't a good i dea.

MRS. JOHNSON
G ve himsone tine. He's going
through a ot right now.

SKI P
| need to run a few errands.

Skip | ooks at the black box being held by Ms. Johnson.

SKI P
G ve that to Henry when you get a
chance.

MRS. JOHNSON
ok...and thanks for com ng down
today. It really neant a lot...just
give em sone tine.

Ski ps and Ms. Johnson enbrace and he exits.
INT. CTY TRAIN - DAY

Skip sits anong conmuters as he views the city through a
wi ndow. The train conmes to a conplete stop and the door
slides open. 2 MALE COMMUTERS exit while Jason and 3 WELL
DRESSED GENTLEMEN enter. Jason and the 3 gentlenmen sit in
the enpty seats across from Skip.
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GENTLEMAN ONE
What's the deal with the Henderson
case?

GENTLEMAN TWO
| think that's Henry's.

Skip turns his attention towards the group.

JASON
Not any nore. ALLEN tossed it on ny
desk yesterday.

GENTLEMAN THREE
Have any of you heard from hinf

JASON
Nope...but | spoke with his sister
about a week ago. He's still having
a hard tinme dealing with his wife's

deat h.

GENTLEMAN THREE
You didn't hear it fromne, but the
firmis thinking about letting himgo.

JASON
Are you serious? Wiere did you hear
t hat .

GENTLEMAN THREE
| heard Allen and some of the other
big wi gs tal king about his |ack of
comuni cati on and production.

GENTLEMAN TWO
That's crazy, he's one of the best
| awyers at the firm

GENTLEMAN ONE
You know what they say. Nobody
cares about the past and it's al
about what you've done
|ately...Henry been M1 A for sone
time now.

JASON
| need to see if | can get him back
in the office.

Ski p stands and wal ks towards the group.
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SKI P
Wul d you gentl eman happen to be
tal ki ng about Henry Livingston?

Stunned, the group turns towards Skip.

JASON
Yes...Wo are you?

The train cones to a conplete stop

SKI P
(sm | es)
|'"'mhis father

The door opens and Skip exits. 5 COWUTERS enter as Jason
and the 3 GENTLEMEN gaze anong thensel ves in disbelief.

EXT. POOR CH CAGO NEI GHBORHOOD - CHURCH GROUNDS - DAY

A cab pulls up next to a small white building. Skip exits
the cab and cl oses the door. He | ooks up at the building as
he cover both hands over his nmouth and blows into his hands.
He renoves his hands from his nouth and rubs them together
as he wal ks through the snow towards the entrance of the
buil ding. A sign on a building reads: "FELLOASH P BAPTI ST
CHURCH. "

I NT. FELLOASHI P BAPTI ST CHURCH - OFFI CE - DAY - SAME

PASTOR JONES, 65, a gray haired African American wearing eye
gl asses is seated in front of a conputer when Skip enters.
PASTOR JONES, with wide eyes and a bright smle, stands and
hugs Ski p.

PASTOR JONES
It's been a while since you' ve been
around Skip...hows life treating
you son?

Skip renoves his arnms from around Pastor Jones and | ooks
down at the floor with a sad face as the Pastor | ooks on.

SKI P
| don't know where to begi n Pastor
Jones. It hasn't been easy.

Past or Jones sits on top of his desk with his arns fol ded as
he | ooks at Skip.

PASTOR JONES
Have a seat and talk to ne.



Skip sits in a chair placed in front of Pastor Jones. He
takes off his hat and unzi ps his jacket.

SKI P
It seenms |like no matter how hard |
try, I can't do anything right.
I"ve lost nmy kids, my wife and ny
j ob. What have | done to deserve this?

PASTOR JONES
Li sten son, as long we live, we'll
experience trials and tribul ations.
The inportant thing i s how we
respond when those situations occur.

SKI P
No matter what | do, it's always w ong.

PASTOR JONES
Maybe you shoul d exam ne what it is
that you're doing. Last tine you
and | spoke, you were runni ng away
fromyour famly to keep from
hurti ng them and you had turned to
al cohol for support and confort.

SKI P
God knows | |ove ny children, but
they do not want anything to do
with nme. Wio can blanme them..l'ma
conplete failure.

PASTOR JONES
Maybe you shoul d stop focusing on
yoursel f and start focusing on the
peopl e you | ove. Rel ationships
aren't based around self pity.

Skip | ooks at Pastor Jones with w de eyes.

SKI P
What do you nean?

PASTOR JONES
Just like you want people to
forgi ve you and to understand your
trials and tribul ations, you have
to be willing to listen to others
and to be there for them when
they' re down.

Ski p stands up and places his hat on his head.
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SKI P
What should | do?

PASTOR JONES
That' s between you and God. Just
pray about it son...God never fails.

SKI P
Thanks Pastor Jones.

PASTOR JONES
(sm | es)
You're wel cone in the house of God
anytinme Skip...Don't be a stranger.

Ski p and Pastor Jones enbrace before he turns around and exits.
EXT. DOANTOMN CHI CAGO - LAW FIRM - DAY

Henry, holding a brief case, wal ks towards a tall skyline
bui | di ng. Pedestrians roam about.

JASON (OS)
Henry!

Henry turns around. He is approached by Jason and 3 well
dressed gent| enen.

JASON
| didn't know you were comng in
today...It's good to see you man.
HENRY

What's up fellas?

Jason and the three well dressed nmen acknow edge Henry while
noddi ng heads.

JASON
Fel l as...coul d you guys excuse us?
I'"d like to have a word with Henry.

The three well dressed nen turn away and head towards the
entrance of the buil ding.

JASON
Don't know how to tell you this but
| have sone bad news.

HENRY
What' s the probl en?



JASON
The guys upstairs put nme in charge
of the Henderson case and they are
t hi nki ng about replacing you.

HENRY
Repl ace nme...Are you serious?

JASON
As a heart attack. |I'mglad you
deci ded to conme in today.

HENRY
Jason, there is no way | can work
ef fectively under these conditions.
| was actually conming in today to
grab sone information on the
Hender son case to take hone.

JASON
| don't know what to say man. The
partners want you in the office or
they'Il find a replacenent.

Jason pats Henry on the back before he turns and wal ks
towards the buil di ng.

EXT. CEMETERY - DAY

28.

A red 2007 BMV 5-series 530i weaves around a hill and stops.

Henry steps out the car and heads towards a tonbstone. He
drops to his knees with tears falling down his eyes. The

tonbstone reads: "IN LOVING MEMORY OF ROMONA LI VI NGSTON, 1977

TO 2007."

Henry places his fingers across the words on the tonbstone.

HENRY
(in tears)
| love you baby...l mss you so
much. ..l mss you

INT. HOWE' S BAR - N GHT

Custoners socialize and nove about in a snoked filled, dim
light environnent. Skip enters and heads towards How e.

HOW E
What's up nan. You'll never believe
who's in here.

SKI P
Who?
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Howi e, points across the bar. Henry is passed out at a table
al one.

SKI P
Is that Henry? What the hell is he
doing in here?

The two nen wal k towards Henry. Wi sky and beer bottles are
scattered across the table.

HOW E
Does this rem nd you of anyone?

SKI P
This is ridiculous. How could you
all ow himget twisted Iike this?

HOW E
Hey, he handed over his car keys,
his wall et and denanded | conti nue
to serve him | didn't have a choice.

Howi e hands over a set of keys and a wallet to Skip. The two
man | ook at Henry as he continues to | ean over the table.

SKI P
Hey, do ne a favor and hel p take
himout to the car.

Skip and How e renove Henry fromthe table and carry hi m out
t he bar.

I NT. HENRY'S HOVE - BED ROOM - NI GHT

Skip | ooks on as Henry | ays sound asl eep under his covers.
Skip flips the light switch and cl oses the door.

I NT. HENRY'S HOVE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT - SAME

Skip enters and | ooks around. He | ooks at a picture of Henry,
Rachel and M's. Johnson. He picks up a frane with a picture
of Ronbna, Henry and Lisa. He smles as he places the frane
back on the table.

Skip wal ks towards the wall, where a | am nated bachel or
degree fromthe University of Illinois hangs. Skip smles as
he | ooks on with teary eyes.

I NT. HENRY'S HOVE - BED ROOM - DAY - SAME

Henry yawns and stretches his arns while slowly opening his
eyes. He sits up and quickly renoves the covers. He junps
out of bed wearing a wife beater and a pair of boxers. He
opens the door and rushes across the hall
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He opens a door, only to find an enpty roomw th pink wal
covers.

HENRY
Oh God, what have | done?

Henry pani cky rushes back to his room and picks up the
t el ephone. He begins to dial nunbers as he places the phone
to his ear.

HENRY
Hello Ma, it's Henry...did you pick
up Lisa yesterday?

Henry | ooks across the dresser and picks up a sheet of paper.

HENRY
Hold up ma...let ne call you back
in a mnute.

Henry hangs up the phone and lifts the note closer to be read.
| NSERT - THE NOTE

SKI P (VO
"Hell o son. Don't worry about Lisa.
She's with your inlaws. Your wall et
and car keys are on the kitchen
counter...Son, | know I haven't
been nmuch of a father to you and I
apol ogi ze. When you and your sister
needed | ove, support and gui dance,
| was no where to be found and
there is nothing I can do to change
that. My sel fishness was the bl ane
and | hope you can find it in your
heart to forgive, but | don't
expect you to forget. |I'm proud of
the man you have becone and | hope
we can build a new relationship
noving forward...l | ove you son."

BACK TO SCENE

Henry gently places the note back back on the dresser and
sits on the edge of his bed. He slides his |left hand over
his mouth and chin and sighs.

EXT. LISA'S SCHOOL - DAY
Grandna Retta drives as Lisa sits in the passenger seat of a

silver 2007 Nissan. Cars and STUDENTS are on the nove around
them G andma Retta stops the car and ki sses Lisa on he cheek.
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GRANDVA RETTA
Have a nice day sweety... Love you.

LI SA
I love you to grandna.

Li sa renoves her seat belt and exits the car. She cl oses the
door and Grandna Retta drives away. As Lisa heads towards
the building, she is approached by Rusty.

RUSTY
Li sa, you think your dad will |et
you sl eep over this weekend?

LI SA
Gotta ask ny grandnma...|'m back
wi th her again.

RUSTY
Wy ?

LI SA

Who cares? My dad doesn't.

Lisa and Rusty wal k up the final stairs and open the door as
the two kids enter the building.

EXT. HENRY' S HOVE - DAY

Henry wal ks away fromthe front door and is headed towards
his red BMWWwhen a silver N ssan pulls up in the driveway.
Henry | ooks on as Grandma Retta steps out the car and wal ks
towar ds him

HENRY
Bef ore you say anything, | want you
to know that you were right and I
think you shoul d keep Lisa until I
wor k out rmny probl ens.

GRANDVA RETTA
Thanks for not making this nore
difficult then what it already
is...l just canme to pick up her things.

HENRY
| apol ogi ze for not picking her up
yesterday...l was just going
t hrough so nuch.
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GRANDVA RETTA
You should tell that to your
daughter...for what it's worth, |
hope you work out whatever issues
you have soon. Your daughter |oves
you and she needs you now nore then
ever.

Henry | ooks at Grandma Retta and smil es.

HENRY
Thanks.

I NT. MRS. JOHNSON S HOVE - LIVING ROOM - EVEN NG

WIIl sits on the couch smashing buttons on a joystick as he
plays a video gane. He is glued to the television until he
hears a KNOCK on the door. He turns and | ooks towards the door.

RACHEL ( 0S)
WII! Get the door.

WIIl puts the joystick down and wal ks towards the door. He
opens the door.

W LL
Hey grandpa.

SKI P
Hey son.

Skip enters and the two enbrace.

RACHEL ( 0S)
Wo is it?

The two gentlenen walk in the |living room

W LL
It's grandpa!

Skip and WIIl sit on the couch as will picks up the joystick
fromthe floor.

SKI P
What's that?

W LL
What you know about vi deo ganes?
Its the new nadden on PS3.

SKI P
(1 aughs)
| don't know not hing about that...
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Rachel enters the roomwearing a white robe and a head scarf.
She angrily | ooks at Skip.

RACHEL
What are you doi ng here Skip? WII,
cut that game off and go wash those
di shes.

W1l puts down the joystick and nods at Skip as he exits.

SKI P
Sweety, | just want to apol ogi ze
for not being a good father to
you...just want to reach out.

RACHEL
Spare ne the sernon Skip. Momis
not here and | don't have any noney.

SKI P
Hey, | can't blanme you for feeling
the way you do, but that is not why

| m here.
Rachel shakes her head and smrks.

RACHEL
You abandon ne, Henry and Ma, and
all of a sudden we're suppose to
wel come you with open arns?

SKI P
No...and | don't expect you to. All
I"masking is for you to forgive ne
for being selfish and for hurting
you all these years.

Rachel | ooks on with tears.

RACHEL
You have no idea what we went
t hrough. .. why should |I forgive you?

SKI P
Because | love you and I'mw I ling
to do whatever it takes to be the
best father | can be noving forward.

Rachel puts her hands over her nouth as tears stream down
her eyes. she turns around and wal ks out the room Skip
fromms as WIIl slowy enters.
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W LL
Don't worry about it
grandpa...she' ||l cone around.

Skip wal ks over to WII and gently places his arns around
hi s shoul ders.

SKI P
| hope you're right son...I really do.

INT. CITY NIGHT CLUB - EVEN NG
Henry sits alone while the nusic BUWS. The dance floor is

packed. As he sips a beer, a BEAUTI FUL WOVAN, M A, gives him
eye contact. He takes another sip as MA wal ks towards him

MA
Are you al one tonight?
HENRY
(nods)
Yes.
MA
What a coincidence, so aml. Do you

mndif | join in?

HENRY
Not at all

The woman grabs a chair fromthe table across from Henry and
places it next to him She sits.

M A
The nane's Ma...So tell ne...
HENRY
Henry.
M A
(sm | es)

X Henry...what's a handsonme nan
i ke yourself doing in this dunp
al | al one?

HENRY
(sm | es)
you know...sonetines you just want
to get out and get away. How about
your sel f?

MA
Every now and then a | ady has needs.
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Ma smles and licks her lips as she stares at Henry.

MA
It's alittle crowded in here. Lets
say we head out and go sone place a
little nore private.

Henry grins as he sips on his beer.
| NT. HENRY'S HOMVE - BED ROOM - NI GHT

Henry and M a enter the room ki ssing and taking each other
shirts off. Henry lays on the bed as Ma clinbs on top of
him She kisses himon his neck and chest while he squeezes
her bottom She reaches for the zipper on his pants. He
grabs her hand and sits up.

HENRY
["msorry Ma...but | don't think
this is a good idea.

Ma puts the cover over her chest and sits up.

MA
VWhat ?

HENRY
| don't know what | was thinking...I
truly apologize, |I just can't do this.

Henry picks up his shirt and puts it on. Ma sits on the bed
shaki ng her head | ooki ng puzzled as Henry buttons up his shirt.

M A
unbel i evabl el

I NT. MARK'S HOVE - KITCHEN - DAY

Mark sits at a table with two glasses filled with orange
juice reading a newspaper. TERRI, his pregnant w fe, walks
over holding two plates with pancakes, eggs and |inks. She
pl aces one of the plates in front of Mark and picks up one
of the glasses of orange juice. She takes a sip after

pl aci ng the second plate down, and slowy sits down across
from Mark.

MARK
Still need for nme to change the oi
in your car?

TERRI

No. | took it to the shop | ast week.
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MARK
What? | told you | was gonna to be
free this week. ..

There is a KNOCK on the door. Terri and Mark | ook at each ot her.

MARK
Wonder who that is.

Mark slides his chair fromunder the table and stands. Terri
waves at Mark to sit down.

TERRI
Sit down honey, I'Il get it. Lord
knows | can use the exercise.

Mark sits as Terri slowy slides fromher seat. There is
anot her KNOCK, as Terri exits. Mark cuts into the pancakes
and takes a bite. He takes a sip of orange juice. Terri
returns in the kitchen hol ding Henry's hand.

TERRI
Look who the wi nd blewin.

Mar k stands and enbraces Henry. Henry | ooks at Terri and
puts his hand on her stonach.

HENRY
Terri, you the only woman | know
who can wal k around pregnant and

still turn heads.
MARK
Don't get her started.
TERRI
What ever. .. Henry, you had breakf ast
yet?
HENRY

Naw. .. but | don't want to inpose.

TERRI
| npose? Spare ne...sit down let ne
fix you a plate.

Henry and Mark sit down at the table.

MARK
What' s up?



Terri

Terri
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HENRY
"mnot going to lie. It hasn't

been easy. Lisa is back with ny in-

aws.

pours a gl ass of orange juice for Henry and pl aces the
gl ass next to him

HENRY
(1 ooks up)

Thanks.

MARK

So what's w ong?

HENRY
"mjust overwhel ned right now.

First Ronona then ny job. Nowit's
Li sa and ny father.

sl i des

of Henry.

Terri
pl at e.

Terri

a plate with pancakes, eggs and links in front

TERRI
think I'"l'l head out so you two

can talk...Henry, it was good
seeing you again...Don't be a stranger.

HENRY

Thanks Terri. Next tine you' re at
the restaurant, tell nmy nother to
put the bill on ny tab.

sm | es.

She picks up a glass of orange juice and her

TERRI

"Il hold you to that.

MARK

| don't know dog...as nuch as she
pi gs out, that m ght not be a good
| dea.

TERRI

Shut up Mark.

exits.

Henry | ooks towards the hall to nake sure Terri

can not be seen.

HENRY
Earlier this week, | got drunk at
Howi e' s and ny father brought ne
back to the house.



MARK
What ? How t hat happen?

HENRY
I went to confront Skip about al
ny feelings over the years, and |
knew Howi e's was his spot. | w nded
up drinking the night away while
waiting for him

MARK
(sm | es)
Wrd... That's wild. So did y'al
get to tal k?

HENRY
Not really, but he left a note
telling ne how proud he was of ne.
The funny thing is, | don't know if
| should be upset or not.

MARK
G ve hima chance man. At | east
he's trying to reach out.

HENRY
Yeah...but | can't forgive himfor
all of those years just because he
wites one pity note.

MARK
I"mgoing to be honest with you. I
think you need to be a man and go
talk to your father. Let himknow
how you f eel

HENRY
You're right...Hey, | forgot to
tell you, | had sonmeone over the
house | ast night.
MARK
(shrugs head)
What?...isn't it alittle too early

for all that?

HENRY
Not hi ng happened. | couldn't stop
t hi nki ng about Ronona...coul dn't
even get it up.

MARK
(1 aughs)
What ? WAs she hot?

38.
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HENRY
She was fine as all outdoors...she
Left the house di sgusted though.

Mar k shakes his head and | aughs while Henry takes a sip of
orange juice and eats a link.

MARK
If I know you like I think I do,
you'll be straight. Just talk to
your father and give Lisa a |ot of
attention. Oh, and make sure to

keep in touch with the firm..let
em know what's up till you ready to
go back.

I NT. MRS. JOHNSON S RESTAURANT - DAY

Customers socialize and eat. Ms Johnson wal ks out the
kitchen holding a tray of food and beverages. She wal ks over
to a MAN and WOVAN and pl aces the itens on the table. The
couple smle and nod their heads as she wal ks away. She

wal ks behind the bar and takes a sip of water. Rachel wal ks
t hrough the front door.

MRS. JOHNSON
(frowns)
You're | ate.
RACHEL

Sorry Ma, it wont happen again.

Rachel grabs her apron and heads to the kitchen as Ms.
Johnson | ooks on. TWO ROADY MEN stand up and begin to bicker

ROADY MAN 1

Screw you...she's still nmy wfe!
ROADY MAN 2

It's not ny fault. | sleep with

whoever | want to and so does shel

Everyone in the roomturns towards the two nmen as Skip
enters. The two rowdy men begin to scuffle.

Skip runs over and renoves Rowdy Man 1 off of Rowdy Man 2.
Ski ps shoves Rowdy Man 1 out the building. He wal ks towards
Rowdy Man 2.

SKI P
Sir, exit the building or 1'll have
her to call the police.



Ski p points towards Ms. Johnson. Rowdy Man 2 shakes his
head and exits the building. Rachel and Ms. Johnson wal k
towards Skip while the CUSTOVERS in the restaurant CLAP.

MRS. JOHNSON
Fool , you coul d have gotten
yoursel f hurt. Wat are you doi ng here?

RACHEL
| asked himto cone Ma. | was with
himthis norning...that's why | was
| at e.
Rachel | ooks at Skip.
RACHEL
Are you ok?
SKI P

I"'mfine, thanks for asking sweety.
Skip | ooks at M's. Johnson.

SKI P
Can | at |east get a thank you. You
know|l'ma little too old for this
ki nd of foolishness.

M's. Johnson rolls her eyes and snil es.

MRS. JOHNSON
Thank you Ski p.

M's. Johnson puts her arns around hi mand ki sses himon the
cheek. Rachel |ooks at Skip and turns away towards the
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kitchen. Ms. Johnson wal ks towards the bar as Skip foll ows.

MRS. JOHNSON
(sm | es)
Am | m sssing somet hing? Wien did
you two start communi cating?

SKI P
| paid her a visit the other night,
and she contacted ne this norning.

MRS. JOHNSON
| want the details stupid. What did
you guys tal k about?
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SKI P
(sm | es)
Hey, that's between ne and ny
daughter... W still have a | ong way

to go, but just say, the line of
comuni cation has just opened up.

M's. Johnson nods her head and sm | es.

MRS. JOHNSON
Ok, that sounds real good. So why
did she ask you to cone here?

SKI P
She told ne that you guys needed
sonme hel p around here and that if |
was serious about having a
relationship with her, | should
come hel p out.

M's. Johnson raises her eyebrows while holding a smrk.
I NT. HENRY'S HOME - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Henry wal ks in the roomholding a black box. He sits down on
t he couch and opens the box. Inside are old newspaper
clippings. The first clipping reads: "HENRY LEADS COUGARS TO
5A STATE CHAMPI ONSHI P." Bel ow the headline is a black and
whi t e photograph of a football player eluding a tackler.

Henry smiles and shuffles the article to the bottom of the
pile. He picks up the second clipping. The second cli pping
reads: "FORMER H GH SCHOOL ALL- AMERI CAN NOW SUCCESSFUL

LAWER. " Bel ow the headline is a black and white phot ograph

of Henry standi ng between Four WHI TE MEN, all dressed in suits.

HENRY

(grins)
Ww. .. MW first case.

Henry | ooks down at the box and raises his eyebrows. He

pl aces the article down and picks up a photograph sticking
out from underneath the remai nder of the newspapers. The
phot ograph shows himin a graduati on gown shaki ng the hand
of an COLDER MAN while receiving a certificate. Henry turns

t he photograph and the words on the back read: "THE PROUDEST
DAY OF MY LI FE, HENRY GRADUATES FROM LAW SCHOOL. "

Henry pl aces the photograph in the box and dazedly | ooks up
at the ceiling.
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I NT. FELLOWASHI P BAPTI ST CHURCH - PULPIT - DAY

Ski p, Ms. Johnson, Rachel and WII| sit anong the
CONGREGATI ON as Pastor Jones stands behind the pulpit.

PASTOR JONES
Too many times, we stereotype the
devil as an ugly creature with
horns on top of his head. In
actuality...the devil can also be a
wel | dressed, handsome fellow, who
can quote scripture word from word.

Skip | ooks on as the CHURCH WOVAN in front of himclaps.

CHURCH WOVAN
Preach it reverend!

PASTOR JONES
See, the devil likes to see us

angry and upset with each other. He
likes it when we only care about
our inmediate famly. Turn to Luke
chapter six verses thirty two
through thirty five.

Past or Jones takes a sip of water and w pes his forehead.

PASTOR JONES
For if ye I ove them which | ove you
what thank have ye? for sinners
al so |l ove those that | ove them And
if ye do good to them which do good
to you, What Thank have ye? for
sinners al so do even the sane.

M's. Johnson nods as Rachel and Skip give eye contact.

PASTOR JONES
And if ye lend to them of whom ye
hope to receive, what thank have ye?
for sinners also lend to sinners to
recei ve as nmuch again.

CHURCH WOVAN

(cl aps)
Tell it!
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PASTOR JONES
But | ove ye your enem es, and do
good, and | end, hoping for nothing
agai n; and your reward shall be
great, and ye shall be the children
of the highest: for he is kind unto
t he unt hankful and to the evil!

The CONGREGATI ON appl auds as several stand to their feet

cl appi ng including Ms. Johnson. The CHO R behind the
preacher stands up and the HEAVY LADY sitting in front of

t he piano begins to play. A SHORT WOMAN standing in front of
the choir begins to sing.

SHORT WOVAN
AVAZI NG GRACE, HOW SVEET THE
SOUND. . . THAT SAVED A RECK LI KE
ME. ..l ONCE WAS LOST, BUT NOWI'M
FOUND. . . WAS BLI ND BUT NOW I SEE.

CHO R
AVAZI NG GRACE. .

SHORT WOVAN
AVAZI NG GRACE. .

CHO R
HOW SVEET THE SOUND. . .

SHORT WOVAN
HOW SVEET THE SOUND. . .

CHO R & SHORT WOVAN
THAT SAVED A RECK LI KE ME. ..

CHO R
I ONCE WAS LGCST. ..

SHORT WOVAN
I ONCE WAS LGCST. ..

CHO R
BUT NOW ' M FOUND. . .

CHO R & SHORT WOVAN
WAS BLI ND BUT NOW. .| SEE.

Ski p and Rachel hug as Skip kisses Rachel on the forehead.
M's. Johnson and WIIl smle as they | ook on.

HEAVY LADY
Thank you Jesus!
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I NT. GRANDVA RETTA'S LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

Grandnma Retta sits on the couch as Lisa enters the room
Li sa | ooks sad.

GRANDVA RETTA
Your father called earlier...hey,
what's with the sad face?

LI SA
| don't wonna talk to him

GRANDVA RETTA
What's wong? Don't you want to
spend tinme with your father?

LI SA
Nope. .. He doesn't care about ne...|
hate hi m

Grandna Retta wal ks over to Lisa and hugs her. She kisses
her on the head as she enbraces her. She holds her hand and
| eads her to the couch. The two take a seat next to one another.

GRANDVA RETTA
Baby, your father |oves you. He's
just going through a lot right now

LI SA
If he | oves me, why doesn't he want
me around?

GRANDVA RETTA
It's not that he doesn't want you
around. He just needs sone tine
al one to resol ve sone conplicated
probl ens.

Grandna Retta puts her arns around Lisa.

GRANDVA RETTA

Lisa, we all make m stakes. | was
wrong when | said sone of those
t hi ngs about your father. | was

angry and mad at the tine...and |
know you don't really hate your father.

Grandna Retta gently slides her fingers through Lisa's hair
and smles at her.

GRANDVA RETTA
Just give it sone tine...he'll cone
around. He | oved your nother and he
| oves you.
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Lisa | ooks at G andma Retta and the two enbrace.
I NT. MRS. JOHNSON S HOVE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Ski p, standing, |ooks at the antique's on the wall, as Ms.
Johnson enters holding a glass of water. She hands it to him

SKI P
Thanks.

Skip takes a sip fromthe glass and gl ances back at the wall.

SKI P
You al ways di d have taste.
MRS. JOHNSON
(sm | es)

| don't know about that...after all
| married you.

As Skip turns around. He | aughs as he wal ks closer to Ms.
Johnson.

MRS. JOHNSON
Hey, | just wanted you to know that
"' m proud of how you' ve been
dealing with the kids lately...it
felt good having you in church with
us today.

SKI P
I'"'mthe one who shoul d be thanking
you. Despite all the tinmes |'ve
hurt you, you've al ways been there
for me.

Skip and Ms. Johnson draw cl oser and | ock eye's but Ms.
Johnson draws back.

MRS. JOHNSON
It's alittle too quiet in here.

M's. Johnson turns towards the stereo and presses a button.
An ol d classic THUWPS through the speakers. Skip smles as
he wal ks towards Ms. Johnson.

SKI P
Renmenber when we use to go dancing
on Fridays?

MRS. JOHNSON
| sure do...that was a long tine ago.
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SKI P
Way don't you grant nme a dance for
old tinme sake.

M's. Johnson smirks at Skip and slowy wal ks into his arns.
The two sl ow dance together as Ms. Johnson | eans her head
on skip shoul ders, and cl oses her eyes.

SKI P
For what it's worth, | never
st opped | ovi ng you.

M's. Johnson opens her eyes while the two continue to dance.

MRS. JOHNSON
| see you still have two left feet.

Skip and Ms. Johnson grin as the two continue to dance.
CUT TO
| NT. LOCAL GYM - DAY

Rachel jogs around a track as WIIl, Joe, and three other
YOUNG MALES engage in a gane of basketball. Skip is drenched
in sweat as he | ooks on froma bench, with a towel around
his neck. Rachel jogs towards himand takes a seat. She
picks up a white towel and wi pes her sweaty face.

SKI P
WIll's a great kid...you ve done a
great job raising him

RACHEL
| try...he rem nds ne of Henry at
hi s age.

Skip frowns as he takes the towel from his neck and w pes
his face with it.

RACHEL
So tell nme dad, what drove you away
fromus all these years.

Skip | ooks at Rachel and puts the towel back around his neck.

SKI P
I"msure you're tired of hearing
excuses. ..

RACHEL

No...l want to know.
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SKI P
After winning a few big cases, |
started trying to live up to
everybody' s expectations. Wrk
becanme nore inportant then
famly...The first time |I |ost back
to back cases, | felt like I was a
failure and I just wanted to get away.

Rachel sadly stares at Skip as he turns his head away from
her and | ooks down with a frown.

SKI P
Once it was obvi ous al cohol had
t aken over, your nother and I
decided it would be best for us to
go our separate ways.

RACHEL
But why didn't you conme see us?
Didn't you care what was going on
with us.

SKI P
O course | cared, | stayed in
touch with your nother all the tine.
| even attended sone of your
vol | eybal | ganes and sone of
Henry's football ganes. | was just
too enbarrassed to show ny face.

RACHEL
Wiy didn't she tell us?

SKI P
My drinking becane so bad, we just
decided it would be best that |
cl eaned up first before |I came back
into you and your brothers
lives...l never lived up to the
agreenent but | never stopped
| oving you and your brother.

Rachel wal ks over to Skip and the two enbrace. WII| | ooks
over at the two fromthe basketball court and sm |l es.

I NT. MRS. JOHNSON S HOVE - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

M's. Johnson | ooks towards the door as WIIl enters holding a
basketball in one hand. Ms. Johnson smles as WII | ocks

t he door, and pl aces the basketball on the floor. WII wal ks
over to Ms. Johnson and ki sses her on the cheek. He sits on
t he couch next to her.
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MRS. JOHNSON
Where's your not her?

W LL
She had to drop grandpa off.

M's. Johnson raises her eyebrows in surprise.

W LL
Wiy aren't you with grandpa?

MRS. JOHNSON
Sonmething's just aren't meant to be.

W LL
| don't know, you seem awfully
happy when he's around. | see how
you two | ook at each other.

MRS. JOHNSON
(grins)
We di d have sonet hing speci al, but
that was a long tinme ago.

M's. Johnson gives a gl aze stare.

W LL
It's just good to see himand nom
finally getting al ong.

MRS. JOHNSON
(nods head)
Hopeful |y the sanme can happen wth
hi m and your uncl e.

EXT. POOR CHI CAGO NEI GHBORHOOD - PRQIECT HOUSI NG GROUNDS -
NI GHT

A bl ack Ford Navigator with tinted wi ndows stops at the

corner. Cars are parked, but the street is silent. LOUD

MUSI C and CRIES of a baby ECHO out of the building. Rache

| ooks at Skip as he places a white towel in his bag and zips it.

SKI P
(frown)
Thanks for the lift...l really
enj oyed spending tinme with you and
W1l today.
RACHEL

Sanme here...hey, you feeling ok?
You ook a little sick.
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SKI P
"' m ok...was just thinking...mybe
we should try to get Henry and Lisa
to come al ong next tine.

RACHEL
(rai ses eyebrows)
Oh...l see.
SKI P
["ve tried..
RACHEL
Hey, | know...l'Il talk to him..he
just needs sone tine.
SKI P
(sm | es)

Thanks.

Ski p and Rachel enbrace. Skip grabs his bag and exits the
vehi cl e. As Rachel drives away, he | ooks on.

I NT. MALL - FOOD COURT - DAY

Henry sits at a table alone while reading a book. Jason
wal ks towards hi mand touches Henry's shoul der. Henry
cl oses his book and | ooks up.

HENRY
(sm | es)
Have a seat man. Wat took you so | ong?

Jason sits directly in front of Henry.

JASON
Traffic was pretty bad. So what's up?

HENRY
|"ve been thinking | ong and hard
about this.

Jason | ooks at his watch with a smrk.

JASON
about what ?

HENRY
How woul d you like to partner with
me and start our own practice?

JASON

(grins)
You're kidding right?
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HENRY
(shakes head)
No, I'"m serious as a heart attack.

JASON
Ww. . . that sounds interesting...give
nme sone tinme to think about that.

HENRY
(sm | es)
Hey, take your tine. If anyone
understands tinme and patience, it's ne.

JASON
(1 aughs)
That's an under st at enent .
HENRY
(smrk)
anyway, | know we've tal ked about
this in the past, and ever since
Ronbna passed, |'ve realized life

is too short to wait for our
dreans...we have to grab it before
it's too | ate.

Henry and Jason are interrupted by a | oud RING Henry
reaches for the cell phone in his pocket and answers the phone.

HENRY
What's up sis? Yea, |"'mactually
neeting with Jason right now. ..

Henry | ooks at Jason and snil es.
HENRY
Rachel says you still owe her from
your | ast tab.

Jason grins and waves off the notion with his right hand.

HENRY
Hey, I'mpretty busy right
now...unmh...ok, I'Il conme by with

Li sa when we're through.
Henry pl aces the phone back in his pocket and | ooks at Jason.

HENRY
Just look at it this way...W' ve
had some success at the firmearly
on, but it'll take tinme before we
make partner.
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What about getting clients?

HENRY
The resune speaks for itself. Nane
two better associates then us?

JASON
Ww...this is the Henry | know.
Always living life on the edge.
CGotta say...happy to see you back.

HENRY
Thanks...l'mgetting there but I
have a few nore things |I need to
get in order. Just think about it,
and let me know if you' re on board.

Henry and Jason stand up and the two nen shake hands.

JASON

Sure thing...you Il be hearing from

nme soon.

I NT. GRANDMA RETTA'S LI VI NG ROOM -

DAY

Li sa | ooks out the w ndow while sipping on a soda. She
smles as Henry drives his red 2007 BMN 5-series 530i in

front of the house.

LI SA
Grandnmm, dad's herel!
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Li sa places the soda on the coffee table and wal ks towards

the door as Grandna Retta wal ks down the steps.

HONKS as Lisa opens the front door.

GRANDVA RETTA

Hey speed racer...aren't you going
to give your granny some sugar

bef ore you | eave?

The car

Li sa turns around and wal ks towards Grandnma Rett a.

LI SA
Sorry grandna.

hor n

Lisa and Grandma Retta hug and Grandma Retta ki sses her on

t he forehead.

GRANDVA RETTA
Tell your dad to bring ne back sone

wi ngs from Ms. Johnson's.
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LI SA
Yes mam

Li sa turns around and wal ks out the door, as G andma Retta
| ooks on.

EXT. GRANDVA RETTA' S HOME - DAY

Li sa opens the door and hugs Henry.

LI SA
Hey Daddy.
HENRY
Hey punpkin, ready to have sone fun
t oday?
LI SA
Yel p.

Henry and Lisa wave to grandna Retta as Lisa closes the door
and fastens her seat belt. Grandm Retta waves back. Henry
drives away with Lisa as Grandma Retta | ooks on.

EXT. CH CAGO SUBURBAN STREET - DAY

Henry puts his right hand on top of Lisa's head and rubs it
as he smles.

HENRY
So how s daddy's little girl?

LI SA
I'"'mready to cone hone.

Henry pl aces both hands on the steering wheel as he | ooks
strai ght forward.

HENRY
I know...|l want you back hone too.

Lisa | ooks up at Henry with a smrk.

HENRY
Guess what ? Daddy has a speci al
gift for you.
LI SA
(sm | es)

Yeah, what is it?

HENRY
Open the gl ove conpartnent.
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Li sa opens the glove conmpartnent and picks up a small white
box. She takes the lid off the box and pulls out a dianond

ring hanging on a thin silver necklace. Lisa eyes and nouth
are wi de open. Henry | ooks on and sm |l es.

HENRY
That ring bel onged to your
nother...It belongs to you now.

Henry squints his eyes and curls his |ips while Lisa marvels
at the ring.

LI SA
It's beautiful.

HENRY
Hold on to it and never forget how
much she | oved you

Lisa puts the gift back in the box and puts the |id back on
top. She puts the box in the conpartnment and closes it. She
| ooks up at Henry.

LI SA
Daddy. ..l | ove you.

Henry | ooks at Lisa and ki sses her on the forehead.

HENRY
| love you too punpkin.

Henry gl oats as he continues to drive. Cars and PEDESTRI ANS
are on the nove around them

I NT. MRS, JOHNSON S HOVE - KI TCHEN - DAY

M's. Johnson slices carrots with a steak kni fe when the
doorbell RINGS. She | ooks up and w pes her eyebrows with her
f orearm

MRS. JOHNSON
WIl, see who's at the door baby!

M's. Johnson picks up the sliced carrots and tosses themin
a pot. She picks up an onion and begins to slice it when
Rachel enters wearing a robe.

RACHEL
Hey Ma. Who's at the door?

WIIl, Lisa, and Henry enter. Every one bears a snile as
Henry hugs and ki sses Rachel. Ms. Johnson puts aside her
kni fe and wi pes her hand, as Rachel hugs Lisa and ki sses her
on the forehead.
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MRS. JOHNSON
Cone give your granny sone sugar

Li sa wal ks towards Ms. Johnson. Ms. Johnson bends down and
gi ves Lisa a hug and ki sses her on the top of the head.

MRS. JOHNSON
Look at you. Just as beautiful as
your ot her.

RACHEL
Ain't she?

M's. Johnson stands erect as Henry wal ks towards her. The
two enbrace as Henry kisses her on the cheek. Henry | ooks at
t he stove.

HENRY
Is that vegetable stew | snell?

MRS. JOHNSON
Urh hum Just like you like it.
Rachel already baked some chicken
and nade sone cor nbread.

W LL
Yea, and | nade the | enpnade.
HENRY
(grins)
Guess |I'Il be drinking water today.
W1l lunges a soft punch at Henry's arm Henry pretends to
buckl e.
RACHEL
WIl, take Lisa and | et her check
out your N ntendo.
W LL
It's not a Nntendo...It's a PS3 M.
RACHEL
What ever, you know what |'mtal ki ng
about boy.
W LL
(grins)

Cone on Li sa.

Li sa wal ks towards WIIl and the two exit.
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RACHEL
Let ne go put on sone clothes. ']
be back in a mnute.

Li sa softly taps Henry on the shoul der and exits. Ms.
Johnson picks up the knife and begins to slice an onion.

MRS. JOHNSON
It's good to see you spending tine
wi th your daughter.

HENRY
I try.

MRS. JOHNSON
Have you taken her to see your father.

HENRY
(shakes head)
Ma...don't start with ne today. |
came to have a good tine.

MRS. JOHNSON
You know Rachel and WII| have been
spending a lot of time with himlately.

Henry eyes wi den as he wal ks towards Ms. Johnson. Ms.
Johnson pl aces the knife down and dunps the onions in the
pot. She rinses her hands in the sink.

HENRY
Is that right? So what does he want
now?

M's. Johnson turns around and | ooks at Henry as she dries
her hand with a dish towel.

MRS. JOHNSON
A second chance to | ove, and to be
| oved by his famly.

Rachel enters as Ms. Johnson and Henry | ook on.

RACHEL
Hey you two, | miss anything
i nteresting?

HENRY
Nope. .. but obviously | have.

RACHEL
(puzzl ed)
ok...what's going on...
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MRS. JOHNSON
Hey, you two need to step outside.
Rachel, talk to your brother.

RACHEL
ooh...l think I know where this is
going. We'll be back in a mnute.

EXT. MRS. JOHNSON S HOVE - DAY - SAME

Henry cl oses the door as Rachel sits on the top step. Henry
stands in front of Rachel with one foot on the bottom step.

HENRY
So what's this | hear about you and
Ski p hangi ng out now?

RACHEL
Ever since Ronbna passed, it's been
al | about you. You've been acting
as if you were the only one
ef fected by her death.

HENRY
(vexed)
What does ny wife's death have to
do with you and Ski p.

RACHEL
It's about not feeling sorry for
yourself all the tine. About |oving
t he peopl e around you.

HENRY

You should go tell that to Skip..
RACHEL

I"'mtelling it to you...l don't

know i f you noticed, but you've
beconme what Skip use to be.

HENRY
(shocked)
What ?
RACHEL
That's right. | heard about you
getting drunk and | eavi ng Lisa
stranded.

Rachel st ands.
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RACHEL
Runni ng away fromyour famly and
negl ecting your job...W get it.
Bad shit happens to good peopl e too,
but wal ki ng around feeling sorry
for yourself ain't gonna change shit.

Rachel wal ks towards Henry and pokes his chest with her finger.

RACHEL
Wien we were kids we agreed we
woul d never be like him..Wll, you
broke that prom se.

HENRY
So what have you two been tal king
about ?

RACHEL
He's changed Henry. He's really
trying hard...l think you shoul d

gi ve him a chance.
Henry | ooks up at the sky.

HENRY
|"ve really been an ass ugh?

Rachel hugs Henry.

RACHEL
Hey, we all make mi stakes. That's
why it's inportant to forgive and
gi ve people a chance to right their
wrongs. Now let's go inside and get
our grub on.

M's. Johnson | ooks out the wi ndow as Rachel and Henry wal k
up the steps and enter the house.

EXT. CH CAGO SUBURBAN STREET - N GHT

A red 2007 BMV 5-series 530i strolls in the rain. Henry

navi gates the vehicle as Lisa silently sits in the passenger
seat. The wi ndshield wi pers glide back and forth as Henry
stares straight.

LI SA
Let's stop by nons tonb?

HENRY
(arched eyebrows)
But it's pouring out.
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LI SA
I know, but since you gave ne the
ring...l"ve been thinking about her

al | day.

Henry | ooks at Lisa and smiles as he taps her knees with his
ri ght hand.

EXT. CEMETERY - N GHT - SAME

The rain pours as Lisa kneels in front of a tonb. Henry
stands behind Lisa as she pulls a white box from her pocket.
Li sa opens the white box and lifts the thin silver chain. As
the dianond ring dangles in the rain, Lisa kisses the tonb
and pl aces the chain around her neck. Henry wal ks towards

Li sa as she stands. Henry places his hands around Lisa and
the two stand soaked in front of the tonb. Lisa | ooks up at
Henry.

LI SA
(sm | es)
Thank you Daddy...I1'Ill never forget
thi s day.

Henry smiles and two turn and wal k away.
EXT. MRS. JOHNSON S RESTAURANT - DAY
Ski p stands behind the bar as CUSTOMERS nove about. As Ms.

Johnson chats with an OLDER CUSTOVER. Delighted, Skip | ooks
on. Jason enters and wal ks directly to the bar.

SKI P

You |l ook famliar...have we nmet?
JASON

Yea, on the train a while back. I'm

a friend of Henry's.

SKI P
oh, that's right. Well, how can
hel p you young nman?

JASON
A beer will do...Sir do you mnd if
| ask you a question?

SKI P
Shoot .

JASON

Is it true that you won over a
hundred strai ght cases before the
Lexi ngton trial?



Ski p eyebrows arch

SKI P

How di d you know about that?
JASON

Let's just say |'ve studied a | ot

of cases.

M's. Johnson turns behind the bar and wal ks towards the two

men as Ski p hands Jason a nmug of beer. Ms. Johnson stands

next to Skip, in front of Jason.

MRS. JOHNSON
Looks |Iike you two don't need an
i ntroduction. What brings you by Jason?

JASON
I was hoping we could chat for a
m nut e.

MRS. JOHNSON

Oh, what's on your m nd?

JASON
You know Henry and | have al ways
tal ked about starting our own | aw
firm..well, he approached ne about
| eaving the firm and becom ng partners.

Skip | ooks on with interest as Ms. Johnson sl aps her
t oget her and noves them under her chin.

MRS. JOHNSON
What, that's a wonderful idea. Have
you two finalized this?

JASON
No, but you know how he is. He
wants ne to | et himknow right away.

SKI P
So how are things at the firnf

JASON
Since Henry took | eave, |eadership
has gotten really sl oppy and
unprofessional. I'"mstarting to
feel we can do better on our own.

MRS. JOHNSON
Ski p, so what you think?

hands

59.
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SKI P
(grins)
What, he asked you, not ne.
JASON
Hey, |I'm al nost sol d... Just

wei ghing a few pro's and cons.

SKI P
You have any experience son?

JASON
Let's just say | plan to shatter
your acconplishnents one day sir.

SKI P
(grins)
Confi dence, that's a good start.
MRS. JOHNSON
Oh ny God. Wait until 1 tell Rachel.

Jason picks up the nug and sips as Ms. Johnson wal ks away.
Ski p nods and smil es.

I NT. LOCAL GYM - DAY

Henry peddl es on a stationary bi ke, while head phones are
attached to his ears. Six HEALTHY WOMVEN and four HEALTHY MEN
work out around him Dr. Jay Paris enters with a towel

around his neck. His eyebrows arch as he notices Henry. Dr.
Jay Paris wal ks over to Henry and taps his shoul der. Henry
stops peddling and smles as he renobves his head phones.

DR. JAY PARI S
Long tinme no see. How are you?

HENRY
| can't conplain. Hows the famly?

DR JAY PARI S
The famly's fine...It's just this
recent incident at the hospital
that has me worri ed.

HENRY
What' s the probl en?

DR JAY PARI S
Hey...you have enough to worry
about on your own. Let's just say
I"m | ooking for a good | awer.
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HENRY
(sm | es)
So what am | ?

DR. JAY PARI S

(grins)
You're an excellent |awer, who
| ast tinme we spoke, was out on
| eave from his occupation

Dr. Jay Paris pats himon the back.
DR JAY PARI S
Vell, it was good seeing you man.
Let's keep in touch.

The two shake hands.

HENRY
Oh, you'll be hearing back fromne
soon. I"'minterested in know ng

nore about your little incident.

DR JAY PARI S
That's fine...but believe ne,
there's nothing little about it. My
reputation is at risk.

Henry | ooks on as Dr. Jay Paris wal ks away. Henry puts his
headphones back in his ears and begins to peddle.

INT. CTY TRAIN - DAY

WIIl and Joe toss a basketball back and forth as the
PASSENGERS qui etly | ook on. The train stops as WIIl and Joe
exit.

EXT. DOMTOM CH CAGO STREET, | NTERSECTI ON - DAY - SAME

WIIl dribbles the ball as the two wal k al ong. PEDESTRI ANS
wal k the street.

JOE
So what's the deal with your
grandf at her? He and Ms. Johnson
hooki ng back up or what?

W LL
She's digging himand all, but I
don't know about all that.

JOE
Your nons seemto be cool with it.
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W LL
| know right...It's just good to
see her happy again. Yo, what you
worri ed about that for? The rea
qguestion is how you gonna stop ne
from draining them scuds.

WIIl smles as he flips his wist to rotate the ball in the
air. Joe grabs the ball while it's in the air and begins to
dri bble the ball away fromWII. WII| |aughs as he chases Joe.

I NT. MRS. JOHNSON S RESTAURANT - DAY

Ski p stands near the pool table when the phone RI NGS across
the room Ms. Johnson wal ks towards the phone as Skip picks
up the eight ball and tosses it into the corner pocket. Ms.
Johnson picks up the phone and places the receiver to her ear.

MRS. JOHNSON
(sm | es)
Hey, we were just tal king about you.

Skip | ooks at Ms. Johnson as he picks up a pool stick.

MRS. JOHNSON
He was just here...ok...ok...["l]
| et himknow. ..Love you.

Skip wal ks towards Ms. Johnson as she hangs up the phone.

SKI P
Who was that?

MRS. JOHNSON
(sm | es)
It was your son...He wants you to
come to the church at seven tonight.

SKI P
Fel | owshi p?

M's. Johnson continues to smle as she nods her head.

MRS. JOHNSON
Yel p...Looks |like you two have a
lot to tal k about.

SKI P
(sm | es)
| guess we do.
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EXT. FELLOASHI P BAPTI ST CHURCH - NI GHT

Henry stands al one hol ding a black box as Skip wal ks towards
him Henry does not notice, as Skip closes in.

SKI P
Hel | o son.
HENRY
(startl ed)

Hey...you caught ne off guard there.
How are you?

SKI P
| have to say, |I'mpleasantly
surprise that you wanted to talk to ne.

HENRY
Hope you don't mind the | ocation,
but you and | know this has been
| ong over due.

Skip | ooks down at the box in Henry's hand.

SKI P
| see you got ny little gift...So
what's on your m nd?

Henry wal ks towards the steps and sits. He places the box in
his | ap.

HENRY
when | was young | use to think
had the greatest dad in the
world...l was the envy of all ny
friends.

Skip places his hands in his pockets as he | ooks on.

HENRY
Sone friends didn't know who their
fathers were, and others had
f at hers who had abandoned t hem .. but
not me. My old man was a big tine

| awyer .
SKI P

Son, |'ve always |oved you and. .
HENRY

Just listen for a change Skip. .. hear
nme out.



Skip raises his hands and tilts his head,

he will concur.

HENRY
When you left, I lost ny best
friend...for sone tine, | blanmed ny
sel f...thought | had done sonething
wong to run you away.

Henry pl aces the box on the step.

Skip slides

Ski p shakes

HENRY
Every night Rachel and | waited for
you to conme back but finally it
took it's toll. Can you i magine
what it felt Iike for ne to have to
dodge ny friends, so | wouldn't
have answer questions about you?

SKI P
| can't...but I would like to
apol ogi ze for not being a father to
you. | don't expect you to forget
what happened, | just ask that you
give ne a second chance to create
new menori es.

HENRY
| understand things got rough for
you...hell, 1'mgoing through a few

things nysel f...but why didn't you
keep in touch? How coul d you just
wal k away fromyour famly?

hi s hand over his nout h.

SKI P
I was a coward selfishly thinking
about nyself. By the tine |
reali zed how | ong | had been away,
| was too shame to nake that
j ourney back hone.

his head as Henry | ooks on.

SKI P
| managed to convi nce nysel f that

you all would be better off w thout ne.

HENRY
How?

64.

| etti ng Henry know
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SKI P
| don't know son. If you force
yoursel f, you can believe anything
that you want to...no matter how
stupid it is.

HENRY
Rachel told nme | was behaving j ust
i ke you the other day.

SKI P
Hey, things happen...The real test
of a man is how he bounces back up
after he falls.

HENRY
For what it's worth...l w sh we
woul d have had this conversation
sooner .
SKI P
(sm | es)

There's an ol d sayi ng. .
Skip wal ks towards Henry and sits next to him

SKI P
Better to | oose the gane on the
field then to lose it in the bl eachers.

HENRY
What does that nean?

SKI P
At | east we're giving ourselves a
chance to iron this thing out. To
have continued not tal king woul dn't
have sol ved anyt hi ng.

Henry opens the bl ack box and picks up a newspaper clipping.

SKI P
' ve never stopped | oving you son,
and |1'mproud of all your
acconpl i shnments. .. You showed a | ot
of character calling nme out here.

HENRY
It wont be easy, but I'Il try to
work this thing out. It's just that
| have so many unanswered questions
and built up anger...but I'mglad
you showed up
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EXT. CH CAGO SUBURBAN STREET - DAY

Henry drives his red BMV as PEDESTRI ANS are on the nove
around him He slows down and parallel parks in front of Ms.
Johnson's honme. WIIl and Joe are seated on the steps. Henry
exits the car and wal ks towards the house.

HENRY
How are you guys doi ng?

Henry and Joe fist bunp.

W LL
we' re good.

HENRY
Are the | adies in?

W LL
Yeah...their in the kitchen.

Henry wal ks between the two and enters the house.
I NT. MRS. JOHNSON S HOMVE - LI VING ROOM - DAY

Henry enters while Rachel and Ms. Johnson are seated on the
sofa. The two |adies smle as Henry bends over to hug each.

RACHEL
So how did it go?
HENRY
| said what | had to say...it was
not hi ng nore.
MRS. JOHNSON
Vell, I"'mglad to see the two of

you tal king again. That's a start.

HENRY
| actually cane over to talk to you
two about sonething el se.

RACHEL
Let ne guess...Does it have
anything to do with Jason.

Henry | ooks at Ms. Johnson.

HENRY
So what you think Ma?
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MRS. JOHNSON
| love the idea...what's nore
i mportant, is how you feel about it.

HENRY
The ot her day when | had Lisa, |
realized we have to live in the
nonent. We can't just expect that

things will happen autonatically.
RACHEL

So what's the problenf
HENRY

Since | spoke with Jason, |'ve had

tinme to reeval uate the whol e thing.
If | stay at the firmfor alittle
longer, | maintain a definite

i nconme and can save for an easier
transition later.

RACHEL
| never thought about that.

HENRY
Not to nention strengthening the

resunme, and beefing Lisa' s college
fund.

MRS. JOHNSON
When Jason first told nme, | thought
it was a wonderful idea...and |

still do. Like you said, there are
pro's and cons. You have to be
willing to live with whatever

deci si on you make.
Henry ki sses M's. Johnson on the cheek.
INT. HOWNE' S BAR - DAY
Howi e renpoves four chairs fromon top of a table and neatly
slides themunder the table when Skip enters. Howie is aware
t hat sonmeone has entered but does not turn around.

HOW E
We're not open till noon.

SKI P
It's me man.

Howi e turns around with a smle as Skip wal ks towards him



HOW E
You' ve been M1 A Wat's goi ng on?

The two enbr ace.

Howi e wal ks
the fl oor.

SKI P
| work at the restaurant with ny
daught er and my ex now.

HOW E

Get out of here. How s your boy doing.

SKI P
W're finally beginning to iron out
a few things.

HOW E
I"'mglad to hear that. Want

sonmething to drink? It's on the house.

SKI P
"Il pass. It's way too early for
that. | just cane to thank you for

being a good friend all these
years...you know. .

HOW E
Who's the inpostor in front of ne?
This is not the Skip I
know. ..seriously, I"'mjust glad to
see things are finally working out
for you.

SKI P
It's just good to have ny kids back
innmy life...1'"ll have to invite
you over to neet the grand kids
somet i ne.

over to the next table and renoves a chair to

HOW E
Any tinme buddy, any tine.

EXT. MARK'S HOME - DAY

Mar k pushes a | awnnmower as Henry arrives in the drive way.
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Henry parks the car and heads toward Mark hol ding two bottle
wat ers. Mark stops the | awnnmower and wi pes his forehead with

his forearm Henry grins and tosses Mark a bottle water.

Mark catches it with one hand.



69.

MARK
Good timng...Wat brings you by?

HENRY
What if | told you | was going to
partner with sonmeone fromthe firm
and we were going to start our own
practice. Who would you think | was
referring to?

MARK
Jason seens |ike a heads up
guy...Wiy, is there sonething I
need to know?

HENRY
You' ve al ways been one to play it
safe...Wiat do you think about ne
wal ki ng away fromthe firm and
starting a practice with Jason?

MARK
I wouldn't junp into it unless I
had a big case and a wealthy client
al ready onboard.

HENRY
Wy ?

MARK
The expenses of finding a |ocation,
the cost of marketing and
advertising, and building a
reputati on could make things pretty
difficult in the beginning.

HENRY
True.

MARK
Wth everything you and Lisa's been
t hrough, are you nentally ready for
the hard work and tinme you wll
have to put into it to nmake it
successful ?

Henry places his |eft armacross his chest and places his
right hand on his chin as he | ooks down. Mark opens the
bottl e water and takes a sip.



MARK
If you guys can't leave the firm
with a client and a big case in
place, it'll be best to stay at the
firmand fatten up the resunme while
savi ng noney.

HENRY
A big client ugh?

MARK
Hey...regardl ess of what | say,
it's sonething you have to decide
on your own. Just think about the
transition for Lisa.

HENRY
(sm | es)
You're ok with ne man. | don't
believe all of those bad things
peopl e have been sayi ng about you.

MARK
(grins)
What peopl e? The only peopl e
tal ki ng bad about nme is you and Terri.

The two nen | augh. Henry opens his bottle water and takes a
sip while Mark pours the one he holds over his head.

I NT. HENRY' S HOVE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Henry sits on the couch wearing pajamas and a robe. Lisa
enters wearing pajamas, holding a doll. She sits next to
Henry as she wears the silver chain with the dianond ring
around her neck.

HENRY

| see you still haven't found a

pl ace for that chain.
LI SA

| have...l just felt like wearing it.
HENRY

Hey, |'m thinking about |eaving the
firmand starting nmy own practice.

LI SA
Are you happY?

HENRY
| feel good about it.

70.
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LI SA
Then you should do it.

HENRY
Your nother and | use to tal k about
doing it all the tinme. She was
going to run the office while I
woul d add an extra partner. W
never got a chance to...

LI SA
Daddy. ..you still have nme... "I
run the office.

Henry | aughs and places his armaround Lisa as he kisses her
on top of the head.

HENRY
In due tine...Just continue to get
good grades in school for right now.

LI SA
Does this nmean I'l|l be staying with
you from now on?

HENRY
Wiy not? | think it's about tine |
started acting |like your father again.

Li sa places both hands around Henry's neck as she sits on
his | ap.

I NT. MALL - FOOD COURT - DAY

Henry sits at a table alone. Jason wal ks towards himand the
two enbrace. Jason sits across from him

JASON
So this is like your official spot now.
HENRY
It never crossed ny mnd...|l guess
you can say that.
JASON
(sm | es)
"' mon board.
HENRY
After we spoke, | had sone tinme to

think the whole thing over, and I
have two nandatory conditions.



JASON
Shoot .

HENRY
One, we find a client and have a
case |lined up before we turn in our
resignations, and two, we both
under stand t hat ny daughters needs
come first, before any client.

JASON
(sm | es)
Sounds |i ke a wi nner to ne.
The two nen extend their hands and shake on it.

JASON
You know we can't take on any of
the active clients fromthe firm
You have any in mnd.

HENRY
It's funny you said that because |
actually do have a client in mnd.
Meet nme at the house | ater tonight.
| want you to neet soneone.

I NT. MRS. JOHNSON S HOVE - LIVING ROOM - DAY

M's. Johnson | ays across the couch as she watches tv. The
door bell RINGS. She gets up and wal ks towards the door. As
she opens the door, she raises her eye brows and shakes her
head. Skip enters hol ding beautiful red roses. Skip kisses
Ms. Johnson on the cheek.

SKI P
These are for you.

M's. Johnson takes the roses from Skip and hugs him

MRS. JOHNSON
How beautiful...What's the speci al
occasi on?

SKI P
| just wanted to thank you for
everyt hing you' ve done over the
| ast few nont hs.

M's. Johnson wal ks over to place the roses in a vase while
Henry sits on the couch. She turns off the tel evision and
sits next to him
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MRS. JOHNSON
" m proud of you for reaching out
to our children...They both | ove
you very much

The two smle as they | ook eye to eye.

SKI P
Do you still |ove ne?

MRS. JOHNSON
| never stopped |oving you Skip.

SKI P
|"ve gotten nmy second chance from
t he kids...how about their nother?

MRS. JOHNSON
It depends...

The two begin to kiss passionately. Skip falls on the couch
with Ms. Johnson on top of him

EXT. CH CAGO SUBURBAN STREET - DAY

Rachel drives as WIIl sits in the passenger seat of a bl ack
Ford Navi gator. Cars and PEDESTRI ANS are on the nove around
t hem

RACHEL
| know |"ve been really busy at the
restaurant, but | just wanted to
spend a little time with you.

W LL
(grins)
Alittle QT?

RACHEL
You know you can cone to ne about
anything...So what's been up with you?

W LL
I"mcool...since you and granddad
started tal king, you smle nore.
It's good to see you happy.

RACHEL
(grins)
So what you saying, | was a grouch

bef or e?
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Rachel

W LL
" mjust saying, at |east one of us
has our father back in our life.

RACHEL
Baby I'm ..

W LL
Hey, we've had this conversation
before ma. | was raised by two of

the strongest wonen in the world,
and the nmen in ny |ife have al
been positive role nodels...can't
ask for anything nore.

smles as she pats WII on the |eg.

RACHEL
You're a good Kid.

W LL
(smle)
Renenber that when it's tine to get
ny license...and a new car.

RACHEL
What ever ... You need to grab sone
hours in the restaurant and start
savi ng up

EXT. HENRY' S HOVE - N GHT

Dr.
door

I NT. HENRY'S HOVE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT - SAME

Jason is seated, but stands as Henry and Dr.

HENRY

behi nd him

Jason, neet ny neighbor, Dr. Jay Paris.
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Jay Paris wal ks to the door and KNOCKS. Henry opens the
and invites himin. Henry cl oses the door

Jay Paris enter.

Jason and Dr. Jay Paris shake hands, and the three gentlenen

sit.

JASON
Henry tells me you are one of the
better surgeons in the m dwest.

DR JAY PARI S
| try...how about yourself?

Jason | ooks at Henry and points with a smrk.
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JASON
Il work with this guy at the firm

DR. JAY PARI S

(grins)
OOh...I think I know what this is
about .
HENRY
You got it...So have you found a
| awyer vyet.

DR JAY PARI S
|'ve spoken to a few people, but
I"mreally |ooking for the best
representation that noney can buy.

HENRY
That's why | planned this gathering.
So what's goi ng on? What happened
at the hospital ?

The door bell RINGS.

HENRY
Just one mnute you guys. Let ne
see who's at the door.

Henry heads to the door. Wien he opens the door, Skip stands
smling. Henry eyebrows arch.

SKI P
Hey son. Can | cone in?

HENRY
|"msorry, you caught ne off
guard...Of course you can comne in.

Skip steps in and Henry cl oses the door.

SKI P
Bad tim ng?

HENRY
Don't worry about it.

The two enter as Dr. Jay Paris and Jason stand.

HENRY
Fel |l as, neet ny dad.

Jason and Skip | ook astonished at Henry's response.



HENRY
You' ve nmet Jason, and this is ny
nei ghbor, Dr. Jay Paris.

Ski p shakes hands with Jason and Dr. Jay Paris.

HENRY
He was the doctor with Ronona the
ni ght of the accident.

The four man sit.

HENRY
Doc needs a | awer and was j ust
about to tell us about his situation.

DR JAY PARI S
Recei ved nedi cal nal practice claim
froman anputated trauma pati ent
oper at ed on.

SKI P
Aren't protocols and procedures in
pl ace before these decisions are nade?

DR. JAY PARI S
Normal |y, but this guy canme in
unconsci ous with no identification.

JASON
How bad was the injury?

DR JAY PARI S
He had already |ost a | ot of
bl ood. .. had | ot of deep cut wounds.

HENRY
| don't get it, what led to the
anput ati on?

DR JAY PARI S
Turns out the patient has soft
tissue tunors...lnstead of just
pat ching things up, | practically
saved his |life with the anputation.

SKI P
What' s the probl em here?

DR JAY PARI S
Unconsci ous patients and their
famlies have the right to make
t hese deci si ons.
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HENRY
Doctor makes |ife and death
deci sion for unconscious patient
with no identification. Sued for
mal practi ce.

Jason st ands.

JASON
So who did you have in mnd to
represent you on this one?

DR JAY PARI S
|"ve been tal king to sonme guys at
Cifford Change.

SKI P
That nmegafirmin the UK?

DR JAY PARI S
Yea.

SKI P
Were tal king seven hundred and
fifty an hour...If you ask ne,
these guys can win this case for
much | ess.

Henry, with arched eyebrows quickly | ooks at skip with a
smle. He smles and | ooks back at Dr. Jay Paris.

HENRY
He's right...Jason and | have
decided to start our own firm and
woul d | ove to have you as a client.

Jason | ooks on and nods.

DR JAY PARI S
Ww. . . when did this happen?
Hey...l'minterested. | tell you
what, |let ne go honme and di scuss
this with Kathryn.

Al'l four stand as Dr. Jay Paris stands and shakes hands wth
all.

DR JAY PARI S
You guys will be hearing fromne soon.

EXT. HENRY' S HOVE - N GHT - SAME

Dr. Jay Paris wal ks to his honme as Skip, Henry and Jason
| ook on. Jason turns to Skip.
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JASON
(sm | es)
It's good to get your reconmendation
after you grilled ne earlier.

SKI P
| was tal king about Henry...Il'm
still worried about you bl ow ng the

case.

The three nen | augh. Jason | ooks at his watch and turns to
Henry.

JASON
" m about to head out. It’
little past ny bedtine...lI
to you guys later.

S a
"Il talk

Jason points at Skip.

JASON
You keep it up, we mght have to
make you an equity partner.

Ski p and Jason | augh as Henry | ooks on with a friendly smrk.
Jason wal ks towards a red sports car. Henry and Skip face
each ot her.

SKI P
You know that was the first tine
|'ve heard you call nme dad, since
| ord knows when.

JASON
Real |y, don't recall...but hey,
thanks for the pitch...l think you

got us our first client.

Skip stands with a | ook of m nor disappointnent.

SKI P
Anything | can do to help son...It's
getting a little late...|"'d better

head out nyself.
Skip and Henry shake hands. Skip wal ks away as Henry | ooks on.
| NT. FELLOWSHI P BAPTI ST CHURCH - PULPI T - DAY

Past or Jones enters while Skip kneels in prayer. Skip opens
his eyes and stands as Pastor Jones greets himw th a handshake.

PASTOR JONES
How are things com ng al ong?
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SKI P
What can | say...God is
great...Thank you for all the
prayers and | ectures reverend.
Seens like things are finally
turning for the better.

PASTOR JONES
Hey, just continue to keep the
faith. The lord never gives up on
us...Ws just have to believe in
oursel ves and continue to ask for

gui dance.

SKI P
We're throwing Henry a party at the
restaurant Saturday...|' m extending
you a personal invite.

PASTOR JONES
Sounds fun...Think 1"l take you up
on this one.

SKI P
Sure thing. There will be |ots of
food...hey, we'll even heat you up
a pitcher of apple cider.

PASTOR JONES

(1 aughs)

Now that's an offer | can't refuse.
Ski p and Pastor Jones shake hands.
I NT. MRS. JOHNSON S HOMVE - LI VING ROOM - DAY
Rachel enters while Ms. Johnson is seated on the sofa.

MRS. JOHNSON
What happened?

Rachel wal ks towards Ms. Johnson with a frown. Rachel punps
her fist and sm | es.

RACHEL
| got it...You are | ooking at a new
hone owner.

M's. Johnson stands and the two wonen enbr ace.
RACHEL

It should be ready in about a week
or two.



There is a KNOCK at the door. Rachel turns around and opens
the door. Skip enters and hugs her. The two gat her around
Ms. Johnson.

MRS. JOHNSON
You're looking at a first tine hone
owner .

SKI P
What? Vel 1'11 be
damm. .. congrat ul ati ons.

RACHEL

(smle)

Thanks...You two have to excuse ne,
but I need to make a phone
call...oh, I mght need sone help
packi ng too.

Rachel exits as Skip and Ms. Johnson sit on the sofa.

SKI P
Looks |i ke soneone is going to have
a house all to thensel ves.

MRS. JOHNSON
(sm | es)
Maybe.

SKI P
I"m | ooking for a roommate.

MRS. JOHNSON
How about a soul mat e?

SKI P
What's going on here. | thought you
said sonme things were just not
meant to be.

MRS. JOHNSON
Some tine things change. Let's take
it slow and see where it | eads us.

Skip holds Ms Johnson hands.
SKI P
Hey...l have nothing to | ose and
everything to gain.
EXT. DOANTOMN CHI CAGO - DAY

Pedestrians and cars roam about anong the cities beautiful
skyl i ne.
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Parked cars are lined up on a street in front of Ms.
Johnson' s restaurant.

I NT. MRS. JOHNSON S RESTAURANT - DAY

Custoners socialize as Rachel roans the room Lisa and Rusty
are seated together across fromMark and Terri. G andnm
Retta and David Malone sit at a corner table. Joe and WI |

pl ay pool as Skip and Pastor Jones | ook on. The chubby nan
In awinkled suit sits around the crowded bar. Ms Johnson
pl aces a nug of beer and a plate of hot wings in front of

t he man.

MRS. JOHNSON
Just the way you like it...this
ones on the house.

CHUBBY MAN
That's why | |ove this place.

The chubby man picks up a wing and takes a bite as Ms.
Johnson wal ks away. The banner on the wall reads: "J & H
ATTORNEY AT LAW" Skip wal ks over to Ms. Johnson and pl aces
his arm around her shoul ders. Rachel places a cake on top of
an enpty table next to Grandma Retta and David Ml one.

W LL
Hey. .. here they cone!

The roomis silent as Henry, Jason, Kathryn and Dr. Jay
Paris enter. Everyone claps as the four are enbraced by the

gr oup.

CHUBBY MAN

(yells)
What's the verdict?

HENRY
| nnocent, we won.

Dr. Jay Paris sniles as he punps one fist in the air while
the other arm hangs around Kathryn's wai st. Lisa enbraces
Henry while Rusty joins her parents.

JASON
W didn't even have to put himon
the stand. It was an open and
cl osed case.

HENRY
Rachel, turn to channel nine...there
shoul d be sone footage on the news.



Rachel grabs the renpte and turns up the VOLUME on the

t el evi si on.

RACHEL
shhh! Here it goes, listen.

The entire roomis silent.

Kudos fromthe crowd as Jason and Henry raise their

the air.

NEWS REPORTER (ON TV)
Once again, trauna surgeon, Dr. Jay
Paris has been cl eared of al
charges after being sued for
mal practice by a forner anputee
patient. Ironically, his legal team
were forner associates at the
prosecutors firm and have gone on
to start their owm firm Many who
wi tnessed the trial feel Dr.
Paris's dreamteam | egal defense
made a clear cut case of his
i nnocence.

JASON
Sonebody hand ne a beer. It's tine
to party!

LOUD MUSIC fills the roomas the CUSTOVERS go back to

soci al i zi ng. Rachel

enpty nug.

RACHEL
(sm | es)
Make sure we don't have to drive
you hone.

Jason points at Rachel

JASON
That shoul dn't be a problem .. Now
that you' re a homeowner, | can just
crash at your place.

RACHEL

(smrk)

No sir. | need to keep ny car pet
stain free.

JASON

Can a white guy get a break here?

hands Jason a pitcher of beer and an
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RACHEL
(grins)
That unpaid tab is all the break
you get around here...Congratul ations
silly.

Jason grins and pours beer in his Mig.

JASON
| still got it baby...still got it.

Sm |ing, Rachel shakes her head and wal ks away.
EXT. MRS. JOHNSON S RESTAURANT - DAY - SAME
Skip stands on the sidewal k snoking a cigarette. He paces

back and forth when Henry steps outside. Skip tosses the
cigarette and steps on it.

HENRY
What's up with you? Everything ok?
SKI P
I"'mfine son...I'mjust soaking
this nmonment in.
HENRY
The trial was a success wasn't it?
SKI P
Yes, but nore inportantly...I'm

proud of the |oving parents and
successful entrepreneurs you and
your sister have becone.

Ski p takes his hands out of his pockets and | ooks in side
the restaurant. He quickly | ooks at Henry.

SKI P
Your nother did a wonderful Job
rai sing you...|l w sh nore nothers

could be like her, and |l ess fathers
like | use to be.

HENRY
No matter how angry | was after you
left, I always wanted to be a big

time lawer |ike you.

SKI P
Wiy is that?
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HENRY
| hated you for leaving, but a part
of nme always held on to the
menori es when you were around...sone
of ny best times of my chil dhoood.

SKI P
If I had a do over, | would have
started ny own practice, just |ike
your doing right now. | would have
had nore tine for ny famly.

SKI P
Son, sorry | wasn't there for you
after you lost your wife. | can

i magi ne what you' ve been goi ng through.

HENRY
Hey, it's life. W reconcile,
cherish, and enjoy the ones who are
ar ound.

SKI P
And all this tinme |I've been away,
|"ve m ssed out on you two, along
with my grand kids...no way to
bri ng back those years.

HENRY
After Ronona died, | think
under st ood how you felt for a while.
| just wanted to get away...away
from everyone.

SKI P
Good thing you didn't nmake the samne
m st ake | nmade.

HENRY
| know right...after talking to
Rachel , she sorta put things into
per specti ve.

SKI P
How s that?
HENRY
(sm | es)

Let's just say it's good to have
you back around. .. Dad.
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HOW E
Hey, congratul ati ons young bl ood.

Henry and Skip turn around and | et go of one another.

HENRY
Thanks.

HOW E
Wl |, what are you dead beats doi ng
out here? It's suppose to be a party.

SKI P
Cone on in, want you to neet ny
grand ki ds.
Howi e | ooks at Henry and | aughs.

HOW E
Looki ng much better then the |ast
time | seen you, son.
The three nen | augh as they enter the building.

FADE QUT.
The End
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